UNCLASSIFIED

AD NUMBER

AD385755

CLASSIFICATION CHANGES

TO: unclassified

FROM: confidential
LIMITATION CHANGES

TO:

Approved for public release, distribution
unlimited

FROM:

Controlling DoD Organization: Assistant
Chief of Staff for Force Development
[Army], Washington, DC 20310.

AUTHORITY

30 Sep 1979 per Group—-4 document marking;
Adjutant General’s Office [Army] ltr dtd
29 Apr 1980

THIS PAGE IS UNCLASSIFIED




_,_...,.._
[ ‘
>

.

PR

SECURITY
MARKING

The classified or limited status of this repoit applies
1o each page, unless otherwise marked.
Separate page printouts MUST be marked accordingly.

THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF
THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE LAWS, TITLE i8,
U.S.C., SECTIONS 793 AND 794. THE TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF

{{i CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY

NOTICE: When government or other drawings, specifications or other
data are used for any purpose other than in connection with a defi-
nitely related government procurement operation, the U. S. Government
thereby incurs no responsibility, nor any obligation whatsoever; and
the fact that the Government may have formulated, furnished, or in any
way supplied the said drawings, specifications, or other data is not
to be regarded by implication or otherwise as in any manner licensing
the holder or any other person or corporation, or conveying any rights
or permission to manufacture, use or sell any patented invention that
may in any way be related thereto.

TP

i i L LT e

1 g e o e
fixy

e o 2o L g i i | oo 7 e i 4 i et )




THiS REPORT HAS BEEN DELIMITED
AND CLEAREL FOR PUBLIC RELEASE
UNDER DOD DIRECTIvVE 5200,20 Atlh
MO RESTRICTIONS ARE IMPOSED UPON
ITS USE AND DISCLOSURE,

DISTRIBUTION STATEMENT A

ArPROVED rOR PUBLIC RELEASE;
DISTRIBUTION UNLIMITED,



CONFIDENTIAL

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY =
HEADGUARTERS 1ST BRIGADE 101ST AIRBCRNE DIVISION
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AVED-C 28 September 1967 . %
SUBJECT: Combat Cperations aftér Action Report, Operation BENTON (mcv/hcsiqa/;z}a
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1, (U) Name of Operation: Operaticn BENTON K S ; : E
2. () Dates of Operation: 130730 August 1967 through 291430 August 1967.
3. (U) Location: QUANG TIN Province.
4 (U} Command Headquarters: 1lst Brigade, 10lst Airborne Division,
5. (V) quortig&()fficer: Brigadier General Salve H, Matheson, Commanding
General, lst Brigade, 101st Airborne Division,
6. (C) Task Organization:
a.

The task organization of the Brigade at the initiation of Operation

BENTON was as shown below:
D DC

Wt
f

Bde Control

1-327 Inf 2-120 arty (DS)

4 17 Clearing/Demo Tme, A/326 Engr Bde EHC (A-10 nf?‘ﬁ

2 Sct Deg Tms, 42 Inf Plat £/326 Engr (=) D il

LRRP Flat DEC1 4 19b/ ] \

2-327 Inf ' 2 Co CIDG (DS) ' !
4 172 Clearing/Demo Tms, A/326 Engr MP Plat

- —

2 Sct Dog Tms, 42 Inf Plat
Co Mike Force (DS)

2-502 Inf
L 12 Clearing/Deme Tms, A/326 Engr
2 Sct Dog Tms, 42 Inf Plat

“Co Mike Force (DS)

- b.
Operatien BENTON,

1/101 Avn Sec
20 Cml Det (GS)
HB Tm, 244 Psyops Co (GS)
CA Tm, 41 Ca Co (GS)

LO0& RRD (GS)

181 MI Det (GS)

TACP (=) -

42 Inf Plat, Sct Dog (~)(GS)
D/326 Med

The task organization of the Brigade wes changed three times during
On 14 August 1967, A Company, lst Battalimn (Airborne), 327th

Infantry was placed under operational comtrol of the 2d Battalion (Airborne),

321th Infantry,.
and the company rcturned to its pcrent unit,
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The fcilowing day operational control ef A Company was terminated
On 15 jugust 1967, the Mike Force
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’“ CONFIDENTIAL ey

AVBD-C 28 September 1567
SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report, Operation BENTON (U)

Company with the 2d Battalion (4irborne), 327th Infantry was detached and attached
to the lst Battalion (Airborne), 327th Infantry, The two CIDG Companies in sup-
port of the Brigadec were released on 19 August 1967, and the Long Range Recon= 3
naissance Platoon was attached to the 2d Battalion (Airborne), 502d Infantry.

7. (C) Supporting Forcess

&, <2=320 artillery: Employed in a direct support role,

b, C Battery, 3-16 Artillery (155 Towed)t Reinforced the fires of 2d =
Battalien (Airborne), 320th Artillery. i

¢, 14th Aviation Battaliont Provided troop 1ift. and flew combat
support and resupply missioins,

(1) 176éth Heliccpter Assault Company: Employed in dircct support of
the Brigade and provided troop 1ift and flew combat support and resupply missions,

{2) 161st Helacopter Asszult Company: Provided helicopters on a
rission support basis for troop 1lift, combat support and resupply missic s,

(3) 178th aviation Company: Provided CH-47 aircraft on = .ission
support baslis for use in displacing and resupplying artillery units,

d, 9th Air Commando Squadron: Provided airlift support for psycholegical
operations, :

e, 2uLth Psychological Qperations Compary: Provided one loudspeaker
and leaflet dissemination team in direct support of the Brigade,

f, 7th US Air Force: Flew 210 tactical fighter missions totaling 372
scrtics, One hundred and fifty of these sorties were irmmediate requests which
were processed through the Air Force Tactical Adr Request Net with an average
reaction time of twenty-five minutes, In addition, sixty-four Combat Skyspot
sorties, thirteen flareships (AC~L7) sorties, amd 152 transport scrties were
flown in support of the Brigade, Forward Air Controllers flew 103 sorties in
forwaid air control, artillery adjustment and visual reconnaissance miszions,

IR HURT TR

g. TIEN PEUCC CIDC Camp: Provided two CIDG Companies in support of
Brigade operations,

he Company €, 5th Special Forces (DA NANG): Provided two Mike Force
Companies to operate with two battalions of the Brigade,

8, (U Intelligence: See Inclosure 1, Intelligence.

9. (C) Missien: Task Force OREGUN directed the Brigade to condnuct operations
t, find, fix and destroy VC/NVA forces and to neutralize VC/NVA base camps in and
around Base Area 117.

10, (C) Ceoncept of Operation: Operation BENTOM commenced on 130730 August

19¢7 after completing Operation HOOD RIVER. The 2d Battalion (airborne), 327th

Infantry and the 2d Battalion (Airborne), 502d Infantry conducted airmecbile

assaults northwest of CHU LAI into multiple landing zones (1LZ's) west of GOHR Area

of Operations (40) and commenced search and destroy operations to the east, The

1st Battalion (Airborne), 327th Infantry terminated operations in the ZON A0

{Operation HOOD RIVER) on 10 August, conducted airmobile and overland displacement

to CHU LAI Base Camp, and on 13 August 1967, assumed the mission of the Brigade

Immediate Action Force with an on-order mission to conduct airiaobile assaults .
. into the COHR AD. On 15 August 1967, the 1lst Battalion (Airborne), 327th Infantry
(minus onc company) conducted airmobile assaulis into the GOHR AO and commenced
seerch and destroy operations within their assigned A0, Artillery and Air Force
Tactical Air prepared all 1Z2's and then shifted to known ar suspectsd, enemy lo—
. cations and routes of egress (Inclosure 2, Operations Schematics),

[ 2 A\

L CONFIDENTIAL




P

CONFIDENTIAL V!~

AVBD-C 28 September 1967
SUBJECT: Cormbat Operations After Action Report, Operation BENTOHN (U)

11, (C) Execution:

- a, Operation BENTON was characterized by small unit actions with bat-
talions end compenies maneuvering freely in reaction to intelligence received and
enemy moverients, All contacts with lerge size enemy forces (platcon or larger)
were made in the late afternoon or just prior to darknuss and normally lasted in-

to the night until the enemy broke contact and withdrew, Contacts with large
forces gradually declined 8o did the enemy's will to stand and fight and degen-
erated into contacts with squad size or smaller eneny forces, The search and
destroy tactics employed by the Brigade consisted of saturaticn patrolling, day
and night ambushes and small unit.stay behind forces, Artillery fired harassing
erd interdiction missions each night on known or suspected enemy locations, The
terrain over which operations were conducted included dense, jungle ccovered
mountains, rolling hills with tall elephant grass and flai, cultivated lowlands
with rice paddies,

b, Operatior BENTON was initiated immediately upon the comnlcticn of
Opcretion HOOD RIVER from sclected pickup Zones (Pi's) within the VEGHEL 4O,
Elements of the Brigade Tactical Command Post displaced overland to CHU LAl to
coordirate and control the operation. 4 Troop, 2d Squadron (Airborne), 17th

Cavalry remained at CARENTAN Base Camp east of DUC PHO and secured the Brigade
bese and conducted patrols ocutside the base perimeter, A Company, 326th Engineer
Battallon (Airborne) continued to improve the base camp in addition to providing
engineer tecams to the infantry battalions,

c. Numerous small unit contacts were made throughout the operation as a
result of extensive saturation patrolling, These contacts are listed chronologically
in Inclosure 11 {Small Unit Actions), Significant.eénemy contacts during Operation
BENTON are. as followst '

(1) 13 August 1967t At 1700 hours near BT210088 Company B, 2d

Ba»talion (Airborne), 502d Infantry was engaged by an unknown size enery force.
me cnerty -employed rockets, rifle grenaies, machine guns and srmall arms fire.
Compary B returned tbe firc and called for artillery., As the company attempted
to maneuver, it was met with intense enemy fire and the company consolidated their
pcsition and requested Air Force C-47 aircraft with miniguns (" Spooky")s The
ene-s;,r continued to atlack with sma)l arms until 2350 hours, He then employed 60mm
mortars, 40mm rocket launcher fire and rifle grenades and two companies attacked
the perimeter., Ccmpany B countered with small arms, machine guns, gunships and
1Spocky." The fire fight continued until 0155 howrs, li August 1967, when the
encry broke cor.tact and withdrew, Sporadic sniper fire continued throughout the
night, Results of the contact were 35 enemy killed (confirmed); 11 AK~47's, 5

SK3, 2 RFD machine guns and several Chiccm grenades captured; 5 US killed and 15
wounded, .

(2) 13 kugust 1967: The tactical commard post and fire base of the
2d Battalion (uirborne), 327th Infantry at BT173115 was subjected to a mortar
axd grenade attack a% 2110 hours, Elements at the command post included the bat-
talion staff, Reconnaissance Platcon of the Battalion and B Battery, 2d Battalion
{airborne), 320th Artillery, The enemy followed the mortar attack with a probe of
the defensive positions employing automatic weapons, Friendly units countered
with small arms, grenades and "Spooky." The fire fight terminated at 2245 hours.
Movement around the perimeter continued throughout the night, Results of the
centact were 1 US kdlled ard 13 wounded; enemy losses could not be assessed,

(3) 15 August 19673 Company B, lst Battalion (Airborne), 327th In-
faniry made contact at 2000\hotris with an estimated, VA squad at BT200053., The
company employed art*]_lery, gunships and "§pocky" dgainst the eneny force, Ccn-
tact was brcken at 2145 hours, Results of the contact were 10 enemy killed
{confirmed) and.l carbine captured, Friendly losses were 2 killed and 5 woninded.

(L) 16 August 1967: Company C, 2d Battallon (Airborne), 327th
Infantry became engaged with an unknown size enemy fcorce at 1320 hours near
T164107, An air strike was called in on the enemy exposing a trench system and
bunkers. & second air strike was called in destroying the bunkers and exposing
an sdditional trench system, Results of the actiou were 10 enemy killed (confirmed)
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBD-C 28 September 1967
SUBJECT: Combat Cperations After Action Report, Operation BRENTON (U)

(5) 18 Augusl 1967: Company A, lst Battalion (Airborne), 327th Ine
fantry while maneuvering through a pass (BT160050) at 1200 hours was fired upon
by enerny automatic and semiautomatic weapons fire, 4an air strike and artillery
were employed and the enemy broke contact, The company pursued with light contact
until 164C hours. Again the company was fired upon by heavy automatic wespons
fire from BT165055, Adr strikesand artillery were again employed as Company A
maneuvered, Heavy fighting continued until 2215 howrs when the enemy broke con~
tact and withdrew, Enemy losses were 9 killed (confirmed), Friendly losses were
5 killed and 15 wounded,

(6) e August 1967: Commencing at 1700 hours, one platoon of C
Company, lst Battalion alirborne), 327th Infantry made contact with a company size
force near BT165037. The enemy orened fire with nine automatic weapens, simul-
taneously pinning down the platcor, Results of the imitial contict were 2 US
killed and 5 wounded. The company employed air strikes and artillery and maneu=
vered its remaining platoons against the enemy, Heavy fighting erupted at 1810
hours and centinued until 2100 hours. Final results of the action were 6 US
killed, 13 wounded and 1 enemy killed (confirmed).

(7) 25 August 1967: At 0900 hours, A Company, 2d Battalien (Air-
borne), 502d Infantry engaged an unknown size enemy force near BT169107 that re-
sulted in 1 US wounded, 1 enemy killed (confirmed) and 1 enemy individual weagpon
captured, A MEDEVAC helicopter approaching the ares to evacuate the wrunded man
was hit by enemy small arms fire and forced down at 1020 hows, A Company secured
the area, and in the process of doing so, killed 1 enemy near the hellcopter,
Sporadic action continued throughout the afternoon, Artillery aid limited gunships
supporsed the company while heavy rains precluded the use of air strikes. at
1715 hours, the company received 8-l0 incoming 82mm mortar rounds and cngaged an
estimated 20-30 well dug in enemy. Contact was broken at 1730 hours, Total results
for the days action were 9 enemy killed (confirmed), 5 individual weapons and 1
flare pistol captured. Friendly losses were 6 killed and 22 wounded,

12, (C) Results:

a, The 1st Brigade, 10lst Airborne Division sccomplished its mission of
concéucting operations to find, fix and destroy VC/NVA forces and to neutralize
VC/IVA base camps in and around Base ares 117,

b, The foilcwing losses were inflicted on thc enery during the operation:
302 killed (confirmed); 1 kilied (probable); 13 VC captured; 2 NVA captured; 8
crew served weapons and 123 individual wccpons captured; 31 tons of rice, l.4 tone
of salt and 4 tons of tea either extracted or destroysd; and 7 base camps des-

traved
VICY (L,

¢. Fricndly losses resulting from combat operations were: 41 killed,
251 wounded (Medevac§ and 36 woundedn%minor); 5 UH-1D aircraft destroyed, 15
UH-1D and Uil-1C aircraft damaged, .

13. (U) Administration Matters:.

a, Personnel and Administrations Inclosure 3,
b, Logistics: Inclosure 4,
¢, Civic Action: Inclosure 6.

1. (C) 3BSpecial Fowlpment armd Technigues:

a2, Satchel charges were employed against enemy bunkers when artillery
and hand grenades failed to rout the ¢remy., During a heavy contact against
enemy in well dug in bunkers with cver .cad cover, a company of the 2d Battallon
(airborne), 502d Infaniry employed th r attached engineer team to destroy the
enemy and bunkcrs, Under tne cover o. .pporting mach.ue + n fire, engineer
teams emplaced satchel charges against the bunkers which rosulted in four enemy
killed, twn weapons captured and the bunkers destroyed,
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AVBD-C 28 September 196
SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report, Operation BENI‘S?J (v) 7

be CS was effectively used to rout an en from bunkers when repeated
air strikes and artillery falled. During a heavy zgt.act with the enemy dzployed
in dug in bunkers with overhead cover which rrevented the friendly force from
advancing dispite numerous air strikes and artillery, non-persistent CS was
. dropped from a helicopter and followed by additional air strikes and artillery,

[P

. Once the air strikes were completed, smoke grenades were dropped from a helicopter
to screen the movement of advaencing troops from the enemy. The CS and smoke em~
' ployed permitted the friendly troops to overrun the enemy positions. See In-

closure 5 (Chemical),

' c, "Daisy Cutters", 1000 pound bombs with a three foot pipe welded to
the fuze, were used extensively to cut landing zones in the jungle forward of
advancing troops, In several instances, these landing zones were used for resupply
and medical evacuation, i

! 15. {(C) Commanders Analysis:

a, Lessons Learned:

(1) sSufficient air to ground radio nets must be available to supply
211 maneuver elements (down to and including the rifle company) with a frequency
that will net with the radio mounted in the forward air controllerts airplane,
Without sufficient frequencies to supply all companies, the battalion command net
must then be used which unnecessarily ties up the battalion commander!s net.

- {2) An immediate debriefing of all pilots (commnd ard contrel
helicopters, utility helicopters and "slick" helicopters) must be accomplished
as soon as pilots return from the area of operations to detarmine and process
information which may be valuable intelligence, In one instance, a helicopter
pilot saw the muzzle flashes of a recoilless rifle firing and assumed it to be
friendly, later, in a casual comment, this sighting was mentioned and was de-
termined to be the enemy firing at friendly forces, .

(3) Whenever possible, if a fire base is to be established cn a
. grassy slope, the grass should be burned off using napalm or white phosposrous
N rockets prior to the fire base being establish, In one instance, a fire was
: started by an unknown source down the grass slope of an artillery fire base ard
resulted in extensive damaged to equipment and the accomplishment of an assigned
mission, See Inclosure 10 (Artillery).

(4) Monsoon weather greatly decreases the efficiency and range of
corzmnications equipment, Additional radio relay stations must be planned for and
established during the operation to insure continuous comrmnications,

(5) Plans for and speedy evacuation of downed aircraft must be
executed as rapidly as possible, Without prompt evacuation, a maneuver unit is
required to secure the downed aircraft which, in turn, jJeopardizes the accomplish~
ment of the mission and allows time for the enemy to maneuver and attack,

i

| {6) The enemy!s capability to employ imdirect fire support should
always be assumed, ‘Whenever a unit?s location is compromised by resvpply or
medevac helicopters, the unit should immediately move from the immediate area,
Another effective method of guarding agasinst a mortar attack is to displace.a
short distance (200-400 meters) after dark,

H

(7) Defensive targets are a necessity when establishing a position
for the night, At the same time if defensive targets are plotted in a pattern,
the position can be compromised, Consideration should be given to occasionally
firing in false defensive targets, -

(1) The eneny encountered during Operation BENTON were well trained
and equipped,  He was aggressive and did not hesitate to maneuver against the

5
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AVBD-C V! 28 September 1967
SUBJECT: Combst Cperaticns Aftar Action Report. Operctionm BENTON (U)

flanks or rear of advancing troops. He utilized the terrain tc his advantage with
exvertize and dug in tenaciously, The Brigade maximized the use of tactical air,
artillery and CS to dig him out of hils defensive positions prior to assaulting.
Without this fire support, it is likely that friendly casualties would have been
greater, '

{2) CIDG and Mike Force Companies worked with aud supported the
Brigade, Each company worked directly with a maneuver battalicn, thereby enhancing
the capability of the battalion to maneuver and search out an area of operation,

(3) A need exists to have a winci capability erganie to each assault
helicopter company. When operating in dense, jungle covered mountains where land-
ing zones are difficult te find, resuprly to units and evacuation of non-critically
wounded personnel be: -ae a serious problem, Units must postpone their assigned
nission to move to sccomplish resupply or evacuation, A winch mounted on a utility
helicopter would facilitate accomplishing both requirements in a minimum amount of
time,

(4) Minea appeared in increasing numbers during Operation BENTON and
resulted in some casualties. Several nmines were bocby trapped. Constant alertness,
training and aggressive leadership are the key negeting the eneny's use of booby

traps,
SU T
11 Inels S.H. MATHESCN
1 - Intelliigence Brigadier General, USA
2 - Qperations 3chematics ~ Commanding

-~ Perscnnel and Adrministraticn
- Logistics

- Chemical

- Civil Affairs

- Cermuniccations
Psychclogical Operations
Engineer

artillery

~ Small Unit Actions
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Inclosure 1 (Intelligence) to Combat Operation After Action Report,
Operation BENTON (U)

1. (C) TERRAIN: The area of operation has numerous hills and
Z!.ow mountains surrounded by valleys in the north and rugged mountains
in the central and southern portion. The many tralls and weterways
afford access throughout the area. It was along the waterways that
the majority of contacts wero made and installations discovered. The
main avenues of approach are the SONG BONG MIEW (M4 - SE), Route 531
(E -~ W) and Route 533 (E - W),

2, (U) WEATHER: Partly cloudy skies with daily afternoon and
early evening rainshowers and/or thunderstorms was the dominate weather
picture during Operation BENTON. Visibility was generally unrestricted
with a minimun of a half mile in rainstorms, Winds were generally south-
easterly, light and variable at night., The maximum temperature was 101
degrees and the minimum was 78 degrees (F). Relative humidity ranged
from a high of 98 percent to a low of 43 percent, Weather hampered one
full day of air operations (27 August 1967) but did not severly hamper
the ground operations for this period,

3. (C) ANALYSIS:
a., Intelligence Analysis

(1) During Operation BENTON, elements of the 6th and 7th
Companies, 22d Battalion, 21st VC Regiment were engaged as was proven
by documents captured.” The enemy initiated two mortar attacks on
friendly units, Units were sniped at constantly. Most elements were
broken down to squad size groups, were well trained and maneuvered well
in response to our heavy fire, Utilizing their excellent knowledge of
the terrain and cover, especially bunkers, they would initiate contact
in order to draw the friendlies into an area from which the VC could em~
pluy their bunker complexes, The bunkers were constructed with a thick
overhead of logs, very narrow firing ports, well maintained camoutiaged
and were mutually supporting, (Comment taken from reports by 2d Bat~
talion (Airborne), 5024 Infantry). .

Conclusion: NVA units will initiate action employing
heavy volumes of fire and adroit maneuvering. The enemy prefers to use
his buniter complex so that he can inflict greater casuvalties at less ex~
pense., KVA units will vigorously defend and only retreat as a final re~
course to annihilation, Few prisoners can be expected after contact,

(2) Discussion: Enemy contacted in areas adjacent to cache
sites were armed with various type weapons but predeminatly Chinese Com—~
munist manufacture. Training areas had small arms ranges with rilhouette
targets, mock ups of planes and armored vehicles, and dummy potato masher
hand grenades. Forces which guarded these areas utilized all forms of

- guerrilla warfare i.e,, booby traps, mines, etc,, which were in good work~

ing order. (Taken from reports rendered by 2d Battalion (Airborne), 502d
Infantry), Cache sites were well camouflaged and items stored were in
large quantities.

Conclusion: The eneny continues to guard his base
camps with local forces, Base Area 117 exists and holds stores for a
multi-battalion size force. Local Force units in this area are well
trained in and capable of executing all aspects of guerrilla warfare,

(3) Discussion: Numerous gas masks in good condition and
manufactured either by North Vietnamese or Chinese Communist were found
on enemy dead,

Conclusion: NVA units cngaged contained newly infil-
trated . personnel and the enemy is more prepared to cope with chemical
agents, {(Comment: Gas masks do not seal properly around the nose and
cheek). Two gzas masks were delivered to Brigade Chemical Officer for
Technical Intelligence Analysis.

DOWNGRADED AT THREE YEAR INTERVALS

DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS
DOD DIR 5200,10

CONFTDENTIAL

7



'y

Incgg@tN FIDENT‘/A\LV f{i

elligence) to Ccumbat Operations After action Report,
Operation EERTON (U) contt'd =

(4) Discussion: iieapens captured after contacts and in
cache sites were mostly SiS, aK-47 and RPD's of the "new family", were
new and in good conditlon, Morter and recoilless rifle armuniticn cap-
tured was now and, in most cases, still in theiy original contuiners.

A ) Conclusion: The enemy in this arca is well supplied
with weapons and ammunition. He can be expected to deliver high volumes
of firc,

b. Communication Sceurity

(1) During Opercztion BEZKION, a tctal of 11,708 FM radic trans-
missions and 1,550 telephone transmissions were nonitored. A totzl of
1,224 man heurs were spent in support of Operaticn BENTCN bty personnel
assigned to the 4056th Radic Research Detachment!s Communication Security B
Section, One violation oceured (classified locaticon in the clear) during :
Oreration BENTOM,

(2) Recommendations

(2) Planning a conversation bzfore placing the czll will
considerably decrease the possibility of compramise, Forethought is
& definite requirement in precluding violations, Make the conversation
brief and to the point, Long drawn-out conversations are likely to lead
to compromise, If the party whom one is talking to sterts to reveal
classified material, stor him as socn as possible to limit the amount of
information revealed, Following thase simple precauticis can greatly
decrease the amcunt of intelligence mzde available to pcssible eneny in-
tercept,

(b) The radiotelephone is the most insecure means of com-
munication in pretical use. Only personnel trained in the use of the
radiotelephecne should be authorized to use it,

(¢) Comnunications security is not just something that
hapnens, rather it is a condition that is produced. The better trained
an individual is the less he is likely to violate the principals of com-
munications security. All personnel who use non-secure means of commun-
icaticn should be regularly btriefed or in scme way reminded of the methods
of keep’~g classified infermaticn secure, When transmitting messages
of a sensitive or classified nature, the secure net should be utilized.
The benefits of a secwre net can not be over emphasized nor can its need,
as the primary net, for the passing of infsrmation between the Brigade
and forward Battalions, All cormanders should insure that the sscure net
be operative at all times as an added measure of coraunicztion security,

L, (C) LESSONS LEARNED

a, Red Haze: The effect of Red Haze was lessened because fields
were still being burnt off in and around the cperaticnal area, The Red
Haze coverage and response time to requests we:e not adeyuate. The lead
time allows little leeway for changing to azreas that need to be covered.
The readouts are cften delayed and tactical reacticn is lesscned. A
system is rnceded to give complete and timely dissermination to the requestors,
Also, adjustrent of the area to be covered at this time can not be given
at the last minute, this factor should be incorporated in the overhauling
of the present system., One solution may be direct comaunication between
the raquestor and the mission ccimander, utilizing the requestor's oper-
ations and irtelligence net.

b, aerial Photograshy: Photographic coverage for Operation REN-
TON was unsatisfacteory in that requests and rezdouts were not delivered
by the duztes necded, This precluded use by the tactical commander in the
planning, Therefore old photagraphy and outdited Combine Intelligence Center

Vietnam (CICV) studies had to be used which supply them witn uarg:iaal
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Inclosure 1 (Intelllgence) to Combat Operations After Action Report,
Operation BENTON (U) cont'd

information, Often insufficient lead time is given prior to a move;

therefore, the requirements stated for requesting coverage could not
bc met,

L ¢. Visual Reconnaissance: Only eight visual reconnaissance
rissions were flown out of a possible sixteen (16) days by one aircraft,
This was due to flight restrictions and maintenance requirements.

d, Interrogation of Prisoners of War

(1) During Operation BENTON, the Interrogation of Prisoners

of War Scction, 181 Military Intelligence Detachment, lst Brigade, 101st
Alrberne Division operated two (2) Brigade Collection Points for detainedes.
One interrogation team operated at the Brigade base camp in DUC PHO for
interrogation of detainees brought in by the Brigade Security Patrols, A
Troop, 2d Squadron (airborne), 17th Cavalry and the Unitod.States Mavy, <
The majority of the Interrcgation of Prisoners of War Scction moved for- ~
ward to CHU IAI with the Brigade., Utilizing Task Force OREGON facllities,
the Interrogation of Prisonaers of War Section worked out of the Task
Force OREGON compound., They interrogated all detainees brought to them
by the lst Brigade, 101st Airborne Division. If a detainee was determined
to be a Civil Defendent or a Priscner of War, the prisoner and a copy of
the interrogation report were turned over directly to Task Force OREGON
authorities for disposition. In the mearwhile, the Brigade S2 was notified

f the detainee!s status and an interrogation report was submitted to the
Brigade S2., A contingent of the 9th Army, Republic of Vietnam Military
Intelligence Detachment accompanied the Interrogation of Prisoners of War
Section to CHU Lil and alded in the screening of captured documents,

(2) The Interrogation of Prisoners of War Section also fur—
nished »n intorrogator to each of the three infantry battalions. Each
interrogator hal tho mission of screening out detainees and interrogating
priscners for information of an immediate tactical nature in order that
the capturing unit could react on this exploited intelligence. They also
had the responsibility of working closely with the Battalion S2 to screen
captured documents. also, the interrogator at battalion level submitted a
brief interrcgation progress report that accompanied the detainee back to
the Brigade Co.lection Point at CHU LAI., Tho brief progress report was to
give the interrogator zt brigade lcvel a starting point. In general, at-

tachment of Intcrrogation of Prisoners of War personnel to each battalion
scemed to be a comnatlble arrangement.,

(3) A problam that again arose during Oporation BENTON, as
it had in other operations, is the failure on the part »f the capturing
units to completely fill out the capture tag. The ten instances of this
occurance were at a time when there was no Interrogation of Prisoner
of Wor Section representative out with the unit to assure compliance with
the directive. This infarmation insures proper interrogation and js an
essential elcuent to effective intelligence collection.

{4) Another area of concern is documents handling, When and
if possible, documents should accompany the individual from whom they were
taken., This is not only to aid in the interrogation process but also to
expedite return of personal papers if the detainee is determined to be
an Innocent Civilian, All too often, if an individuzlts identity card,
birth certificate, land deeds, etc., are separated from his person, he-
may rever sce them again,

e. Long Range Reconnaissance Platoon: LRRP!'s were utilized to
raintain surveillance on avenues of egrcss on the periphery of the area
of opcrations, artillery was used to engage groups of encuy observed., The
use of Civilian Irregular Defense Group (CIDG) units as a security and
stay behind infiltration conveyance proved to be of little value, They are
not disciplined well enough to be utilized as clandlstine security or as
infiltration nodes,
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1r :losure 1 (lutelligence) to
Opnratlon BENTON (U) cont'd

5. (U) EMB.Y LOSSES:

UNCLASD SIFIED

Comabt Operations After .cticn Repcrt

The following losses were sustained by the

encny during Operation BENTON:

a, Personnel: BENTUN  wIPH TaSK FORCE OREGON TOT.L Il COUNTRY
‘ KIa (C) 303 12,8 4500
: KIs (P) 1 207 1976
POW VC/NVA  13/2 107 550
! Civil Defen- 12 S8 —
dent
: " Returnces — L s
Detainees 16 1049 LR12
Body/Weapons  4.l:1 3.5:1 3.5:1
Ratio
En/Frd Kid1 9,3:1 9.3:1 8.8:1

) o Ratio

b, Weapons:

TOTAL-INDIVIDJal: 123 CREW SERVED: &8

Springfiled b aK=47 31
Carbine 7 BiR 5
k-l Rifle 1 Thompson SiG L
k-1, Rifle 1 Chicom SkG 2
Mauser 5 12,7 MG 1
CAR - 15 1l AK-50 1
1asS 36 A RPD 3
Mosin Nagant 13 M~60 MG 1
Shot Gun 3 M=79 2
45 Cal Pistol 1 Orm M rtar 1
Flare Pistol 1l 57rm RR 1
NaT 49 2 ~ 40rm Rocket Leuncher 1
Sh 30 Urniknown type 5
¢, armunition:

N Small Arms 6500 82.m Mortar 122
57ma RR L4 Homenade Bombs 2
Chicow Rockets 3 re=72 LAW3 2
75a RR 10 Claymore 1
Rifles Grenade 5 Grenades 1

; de Food Stuff:

i Rice - 31 tons
Tea - 4 tons

i - L

E{ e, Installatiuns:

‘ Base Carp 7
Fertified bunkers - hut complexes 7
Hospital 1

f. Signal

PRC - 10

} g+ liscellaneous
Composition B (Explosive) 2 cans

§ forvar Siles, 84wi 2 ea,

)l Inclosure:
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CONFIDENTIAL

TAB A (Orcier of Battle) to Inclosure 1 (Intelligence) to Cambat Operations
after action Report, Operation EENTON (0)

1. {C) VC/NVA ORDER OF BATTIE
a. VA Units
(1) The largest kn:wn unit operating within the Tactical
Areas of Responsibility was the 213t NVA Regiiient of the 2d NVA Division.
The headguarters and subordinate battalions were believed to bc located
in the vicinity of BT 1705.

(2) The GK 33 Battalion which provides ertillery support for
the 2d NVa Division was believed to be located in the vicinity of BT 1324,

b, VC Main Force Units
(1) The 70th Battalion of the lst VC Regircnt which was pre-
vicusly carried in QUANG NGAI Province was believed to be located in the
vicinity -of BT 2017, conducting operations as an indepsndent Battalioun,
directly suwbordinate to the 2d NVi Divisicn,

(2) The 70th Company of the 409th Sapper Battalion was be-
lieved to be operating independently in the vicinity of BT 2813,

c. VC Local Force Units

(1) The 72d Local Force Battalion was believed to be operating
in the vicinity of BT 222/,

(2) There were seven Local Force Coupanies believed to be oper-
ating within the vicinity of the Tactical irea of Responsibility, or with-
in reinforcing distance, Units and locations were as follows:

(a) 74th local Force Campany - T 2807
(t) 706th Local Force Carpany - BT 3113
(e) K~51 Local Force Company -~ BT 153¢
(d) K-52 Llocal Force Conpany - BT 2220
(e) K=-53 Local Force Corpany - BT 1516

BT 1516

(f) K-54 Local Force Company
(g) K-55 Local Force Company - BT 2718
d. Basie areas; There was one base area rercried within the area
of operations., Base area 117 in the vicinity of BT 2307 is considered a
safc and secure area in which to train, rest and regroup for cambat,
2. (C) ORDER OF R\TTLE FINDINGS ~ND SUM4RY IN THE OFERAT.ONAL .REA
a. Units Not Contacted:

(1) Elements of the 1:th and 33rd Battalions of the 2lst Reg-
inent, 2d NVa Division were not ccntacted during Operation BENTON, and are
currently located in centrel QUANG TIN Province,

(2) Elements of the GK 33 artillery Battalion, 2d MVa Division
and the 70th Battalion, 2d NVi Division were not contacted durinz Operation
BENTUN, ond are currently located in central QUANG TI! Province,

b, Units with Light Contact:

a=1
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CONFIDENTIAL

Ta8 . (Crder of Battle) to Inclosure 1 (Intelligence) to Cambat Operatlons
after nCt“OD Report, Operation BENTUN (U) (conttd)

(1) Interrogation by the 2d Battalion {iirborne), 327th
Infantry of 1lccal civilians on 14 august 1967 indicated the presence of
the 72d Local Force Battalion in the vieinity of BT 154104, Llater con-
tacts in the arca tended to confirm the reports. On 18 iugust 1367 a
prisoner of war stated that he was from th: QUYET T.M Battalion, which
wzs located in the viecinity of BT 200105, The QUYET TAiM Battalion was
carried by the cnany 28 the QUANG NiM Provinciazl Battalion, The eneany
does not recognize QUANC TIN as a Province, sc it is possible that the
QUYET TaM Battalion was also known as the 72d local Force Battalion, due
to the fact that the 72d Battalion was cerried zs the QUANG TIN Provincial
Battalion, The 72d Local Ferce Brutaloon is currently carried in central
QUG TIN Province.

(2) The 70th Company of the 4O9th Szpper Battalicn was believed
tc have becn operating within our Tactical sarea of Responsibility. This
conclusion is based on the numerous fortifications, to include trench
systems, bunkers, tunncls, and anti-aircraft positions which were ene
countered during the operation, The 70th Company of the 40%th Sapper Bat-
talion is believed to be currently located in the vicinity of Base area 117,

(3) Small resistence groups (normally 5 to 10 personnel) which
are bolieved to be elerents of the local force limits operating within the
Tactical arca of Responsibility were contacted psriodically with insigni-
ficant intelligence resuits,

c. Units Contacted: On 13 August 1967 Company B, 2d Battelion
(dirborne) 502d Infantry, received intense mortar fire and autoratic
weapons fire at the Tactical Coumand Post located at BT 210088, Fricndly
artillery and airstrikes were swwoned and the results of the engageient
identified the units as being the 6th and 7th Companies of the 22d Bat-
talion of the 21st Regiment, Documents captured throughout the EENTON
Operation placed the 22d Battalion in the area. The 224 Bettalicn is
currently believed to be lccated in the vicinity of Base area 117.

3. (C) The friendly operations initiated during Operation BENTON have
reduced the enery's cormbat effectiveness. The enemy base arse has been
panctrated By friendly forees resulting in the loss of uen, malerial and
supplies to the enemy, The enery has been foreed to split into smell
groups to avoid contact while atterpting to regroup in safer areas to the
vwegt and scuthwest of their base area., It was reported that the 21st NVA
Regimont was tc be the spearhoad for the 24 WVa Division's wet season
canpaign, a8 a result of the friendly operations in the area this cap-
ability may have been grestly reduced if not eliminated entirely for this
year'!s moonsoon 3c¢asSOu.

Le (C) ORGANIZATION, DISPOSITiON »ND STRENGTH

UNIT ALSO KHWN AS STRENGTH  COMMANDER LOCATION
21st NVA Regiment  Cong Truong 21 1,000 MaJ Minh BT 1320
2d NVi Division Wiorkaite 21
11th Battalion/2lat 1lat Battalion 250 la BT 1729
NVa 250, Dong Hal
224 Battalion/2lst 72 Battalion 200 CPT Tiep BT 2008
VA Dong Hai
33d Battolion/21st  Workshep 33 265 CPT Lien BT 1829
Hva Dorg Bien
70th Battalion/2d Phi Doi 2009 350 Cong Base Area 117
NVa Truong Scrn 70

a=2
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CONFIDENTIA

TaB a (Order of Battle) to Inclosure 1 {Intelligence) to Ccmbat Operations
After action Report, Operation BENTON (U) ‘(conttd)

UNIT ' aLS0 KNOWN AS STRENGTH  COMMANDER LOC.TicN
70th Company = 409th X~70 Corpany S0 Duce Base area 117
Sapper Battalion Tth Company
706 VC Local Force  106th Company 80 Khoa BT 3113
Company
724 VC local X=72 2%0 Cao Base area 117
Force Battalion Hai Cong 50
GK 33 artillery RQ 33 250 Can BT 1324
Battalicn/2d NVa RQ 330
Division
?4th VC Local Force X-74 50 Thanh BT 2807
Company, 74th District~Force Campany
K-51 VC Local 107 65 Khoa BT 1536
Force Company
K-52 VC Lncal Cc-73 150 Unk BT 1017
Force Company 4013 :
K-53 VC Local asth . 9% Unic BT 3012
Force Company 14th Conpany :
oL
K=54 VC Local c-73 130 Hong BT 1516
Force Conpany ALl6
K-55 VC Local Flying Tiger 100 Unk BT 2718
Force Company A=21; Phi Po
:\‘21
T =
on. ,
e
A‘t"j
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g CONFIDENTIAL

\ TAB A (Order of Battle) to Inclosure 1 (Intelligence) to Combat Operations '{/
After Action Report, Operation HENTON (U) (cont'd)

” ZlEX 2nd NVa

b Ry

y T V16 N

! ‘4-—,__1 ‘ @ ' d V19 )

H!% 21

3

H
3
3
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~ CONFTIOENTIAL

") TAB A (Order of Battle) to Inclosure 1 (Intelligence) to Comb
\
After sction Report, Operation BENTON (U), (conttd) '

22nd Battalion/2lst Regiment LA

22 21

at Operations

33rd Battalion/21st Battalion

33 |2

x5
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o  CONEIDENTIAL

TAB A (Order of Battle) to Inclosure 1 (Intelligence) to Combat Operations
After action Report, Cperation BEWTON (U) (contid)

6K33 artillery Batvalion/ . [T
2nd NVa Division . oy B |2nd A

) _ | -
\x/, \/ ) &7‘ P

T T

LI Y P

N —
L~ 7

72nd local Force Battelion

,‘_5
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a CONFIDENTIAL

1.1 .. {Urder of Battle) to Inclosure 1 (Intelligence) to Combat Opserations
~fter action loport, Operation BENTON (U) (conttd)
70th
1]

; [ ‘ I '

Ve i i ! :

H — =
' I} 2 L
e 2 S/_ }

o LBNYs: -, PERSONALITIES: CO-NGUYEN DUC CONG
_ XO=SR CPT THUA
PO=DUnli CONG THANH

DISPOSITION: The present probuble location of the battalisn is BT 2017,
STRENGTH: Personnel: 350

Weapons: 60, 81, or 82rm Mort's

/ 57 or 75mm RR!s
L HMGts
e Indiv Wpns

///

X-70 €O 70th Co (LO9th Bn)

Tth Co ) J

=
P
! R | 1
ro 9 XX 0@ oPre
o T T
, i T ]
/
/ LBN: P.O. 20.142 PCRSONALITIES: CO - NGUYEN DUCC
F.G.M. X0 - 80 LE TA
Bac Hien PO - NGUYEN MaI
DISPOSITION:
Personnel: str 90
Weapons:
/

o
/ A7
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TiB A (Or‘dle@D)L Enc\lla ﬁm e{t\o LBWat Opserat ions

after Action Repart, Operation BENTON (U) (cont'd)

1Y

T4th Co
V=74 1 20th Sapper
V=20 U-74
706 74 Dist Force Co
201st Co |
I T T 1
*® L qd_y [ XX ] & X d
PEKSONALLITIES: CQ - TH:.NH H

STRENGTH: X0 -~ TR;l TIEN z

Personnel: str 50 PO - FHUONG

Weapons: 60mm Mort K-50 Indiv wpns

TRAINING iND T.CTICS:

Light MG K-44 Grenades
Fl's M-14
I CING B-4C

UNIT RISTORY: Blivouac wrea of camp loc BT 323110, zlterncte loc of camp N
when in danger is BT 285076, The 72nd Bn statcs company is 2 sapper
company. Def stated a plit from the V-14 Company was used to organige the
7.ith Compeny (sapper company) the company operates L¥ TIN, T/M KY, TIEN
THUOC Districts,
K51 K.50 Co
107th Unit .
F-14 ]
2,10
D-21
F113 :
F¥5 - - J —_
A-10 ! 1 L K :
15 ase XY oo s coa 3
.15 )
- Thanh Binh A .
_ Thanh Binh = - S z
PERGON,LITI%S: CO = KHOn :
X0 -~ NGUYEN THaN \
PC - ANH VU K
STHENGTH: \
" Personnel: str 65 \
// "ezpons: Slmm Mort .30 Cal MG R Indiv wpns . .
v 60mm Mort  BAR's SMG ~
5§7mm RR Hezvy MG M-11ts z
B-40 M=79 Carbines 30 Cail .

Tow level agent reports stated that the mission of .

this unit is to destroy bridges, escort VC laborcrs who carry rice, to attack
Rd teams in their operaticnal erea, to attack refugee camp (»n-Thanh).

Composition of the Company «9 follows:
plat hes ‘2 squads of 12 men each.

that has binoculars.
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TAB A (Order of Battle) to Inclosure 1 (Intelligence) to Combat Operations
After iction Report, Operation BENTON (U' (cont'd)

D-22 K.52 Co
A3 |
V.13 Co
106th tnit
Tieh Phouc
Dai van i
AL Van T T ! !
Dai LY ve o XX 1X] (A A4

ST.-ENGTH:
Personnel: str 150
Vleapons: 6Qmm Mort Bk's SN
M-60 MG M-1ts Indiv wpns

.30 Cal MG K=-50

M79 Gren L K=-44
TRALVING AND TaCTICS: Low levle cgent reposts indic te the tollowing
rissions for the unit: attack RD Teams, to attack refugee camp, to shell
CHOI SUNG outpost, to cttack bunkers in their arecz,
The unit was composed as follows: IU contained three (3) inf platouns
and each plat hod two squads complsed of 12 men each. One of these squadsg
Vas e recon sguad eguirpea with binoculers, the weapons plat was composed of
“hrec squ:ds end cach sguad was composed of 1C-22 men each.

=1y
V=14
lith Co
<lst Vill.ge GuqTT i I i
C'73 LK [ XX LA X soe
I\-16
D-23

TaM KY - \J
Unit 113
Dal LY
PTK 53
V53

V309
K3C9

LBN: 2C0L

STHENGTH:
Personnel: str 90

wespons: 8lmm Mort BaR's
cumm Mort Indiv Wpn's
57mm RR Explosives
30 Cal MG

TEAINING ~ND TuCTICS: Low level agent reports contain the following
objectives for this unit: atk US ~rmy Patrols, atk outpost, ambush US and
PF forces, shell outpests in .rea, to atk RD Team in area.
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C.ONFTIDENTIAL

TiB A (Order of Battle) to Inclosure 1 (Intelligence) to Combat Operations

- v

alter .ction Report, Operation BENTON (U) (contiad)

C-73 K.54 CO
A.16 CO }
V=12 E
I11 Unit >
Daily
North TaM KY ]
16/i Co ! , | 1
(XX ] X X.d X X X4
|
J
LBN: 2002 PERSON.LITIES: CC-~HORG LE

STRENGTH: PRExSONMEL: STR: 130

Wl

WEAPONS:  8lmm Mort 30 Cal MG CKC
60mm Mort B.RS KK :
57mm RR Indiv Wpns SKG H
LOmm RXT Launcher AR's M-1's .

T..£IKING AND TaCTICS: Low level agent reports list
rissions of this unit:
shell out posts in their area, to «tk relugee camp,
VC controlled areas,

l(.55l €0

the following as

atk RD teams in the eres, mine rcads stk PF units,

to maintain security in

o9s [ X/ o0 @

apeo

A 21

Aa2l STRZNGTH:
c-75

Flying Tiger a=21

PHI PO

A=-21 CO (T Intel Est #5-67

75th

=10

PERCONLEL: STR 100
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to Inclosure 1 (Intelligence) to Comba

™ )\ T.B A (Order .t Battle
ifter ictior Loport, Operation BEKRTON {U) (cont'd)
Al
106th Co 706th Co
76tk CO \
v-75 GCo 1
. V=-76th Co =
yd Ci Rs Hanh Z
1 E
[ i LI ! ;‘-
¢ ®e orPe X X ovo :f
hvy " z
- > ‘pNs :
STHRENGTH:
Persennel: 80
Weapons: 6Cmm Mort 30 Cal MG Crenade Launchers H
8Lltm Mort Bak's ndiv iipns B
57mm KR Ve=2l's

K AR5

s

TRAINIRG aND T.CTIC&: Unit is supposed to hirass allied units in the area,
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- "I lasare 27{Operet)ns.Schematics) to Combat, Oper=ztions after Action kepor.,
Operation RENTO!N (U)
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CONFIDENTIAL 7

Ticloeure 3 (PerwONNSl Brml Avsdiwdatretion) to Oarbat Oparations After Action
Report, Operation BENTCN (U)

[N

1, (C) UNIT STRENGTHS:
a, Beginning of Operation BENTCN:

(1) The Brigade personhnel strengths at the beginning of Operetion
BENTCN were as follows:

=
=3
T
El
=
E
E)
=
=
2
3
2
S
3
3
E]
3
3
2
E
*

Authorized Augmented (MTOE) 4368
Assigned 5095
fresent for Duty L77L
Airhead - DUC PHO 3935
Base Camp = PHAN RANG 839
Not Presert for Duty 322

(2) The assigned strength was 116% of the augmented suthorized
strength, The present for duty strength was 109% of the augmented autho-
rized strength,

LRI TR ey

(3) Of the nct present for duty strength; 5L were intransit, 110
were on TDY/SD status, 145 on leave, 8 in confinerent, 1 missing and 3 AWQL. :
b, Conclusion of Operation BENTON: :
(1) The Brigade personnel strengths at the conclusion of Operation i
BENTON were as follows:
Authorirzed Augmented (MiOE) 4368
Assigned L343 :
Present for Duty 4573
Airheed - DUC PHO 3670 '
Bagse Camo - PHAN RANG 903
Not Present [-r Duty _ae
(2) The assigned strength was 113% of the augmented authorized
strength. The present for duty strength was 105% of the sugmented ¢ntho-
rized strength,
(3) Of the not present for duty strength, 19 were intransit, 141
were on TDY/SD status, 190 on leave, 8 in confinement, 1 missing, end 11
AwQOL, :
4
¢, Replacements received during Operation BENTON were assigned to sub-
ordinate units as follows: ) : :
1-327 1 8 2-320 o 3 !
2-327 2 15 Spt Bn 9" O 3
2-502 0 15 Sep Co o 11 3
d. Total replaz:ments received for Cperstion BENTON were 45. %
N E
2, (C) CASUALTIES: N 4
| N -k
a., Casualties for Operztion BENTOM were as follows: e 2
UNIT KA WHA H
HHC LRRP 0 2 “~
1-327 19 %) ;
2-327 5 65
2=502 16 106
2-320 0 n
Af2-17 Cav ) 0
£/326 Engr 1 3 _
42 Inf (Scout Dog) -0 -1 =
TOTAL 41 251 =
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CONFIDENTIAL

Inclosure 3 (Personnel and Administration) to Combat Operaztions After Action

Report, Operation BENTON (U)

b, Total casualties for Operation BENTON were:

Kia yHA M
Q 251 0
ce Total casualties to date:
XHA WHA MHA
514 2822 3

3. (U) PERSONKEL PROGRAMS:

a, The Red Crose Recreationsl Unit continued its visitse to the forward
units during the operation, :

b, A forward Red Cross representative remained en integral pert of
the Brigade forwsrd echelon during Operation BENTON,

L. (U) PERSONNEL PLANNING:
a, A recorde check wes conducted by AG.

b, During the time of Operation BENTON, the brigsde rotated approxi-
mately 140 personnel to CONUS and recelved 45 replacements,

2 R4
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CONFIDENTIAL

églclosluz'g)h {Logistics) to Combat Operations Aftsr Action Report, Operation
i TON

1s (C) Organisation for Support

& Generals DNrigade maneuver elemonts were supported by a 1us—
ward supply point established at CHU LAI by the Forward Supoort Element,
Drigade elements located at CARENTAN base contimued to be supvorted by
the Forward Supply Elemeat at CARENTAN base,

b. Support Dgttalitm:

(1) The Forward Suprply Element mrovided all olasses of
supply and aservices to Brigade elements locited CARENTAN base, The Far=~
ward Supply Element consisted of D Company, 326th Medical Dattalions
E Company, 80lst Maintenance Battalionj and C Company, 50lst Supply and
Transportati-n Battalion.

(2) The forward supsly point provided all classes of supply,
laundry .and bath, maintenance and transportaticn services for Jrigade ele-
monts at CHU LAI. The forward supply point concisted of D Company, 326th
Medical 3attalion (<) the Maintanance Secticon, 801st Maintenance Cempanyy
ad a Supoly Section, 801st Supply and Transportation Company. Flements
of these sections collocated with the next higher supnorting units to fa-
cilitate passing of requisitions, job orders and DA 58ls,

¢e Supporting Forcess
(1) Units Supoorting the Forward Supply Element weret
(a) - Task Force McDonald
(v)  Support Dattalion (PHAY RANG)
(2) Units Supporting the Forward Supply Point were:
(a2) 9Lth Supply and Service Tattalion
(1) 221st Supply and Service Company
(2) 1633 Transportation Company

(b) B80th General Support Group with the 205th Ammunition
Platcun

{c) 188th Maintonancu Babtealion
2. (C) Material and Services

as Supply ' .

(1) Class It "Meal, Combat, Individual" formed the bulk of
all Clasa I consumed during the operation. No problem areas were encount-
ered other than a shortage of ice due to a mechanical failure of ice mak~
ing equipment 4n the Class I yard, Air shipments of ice from DUC PHO
holped alleviate the problem until the ice rroducing equipment was return-~
ed to an operational status. A total of 84,05 short tons of lass I was
consumcd by the Brigade to inolude 29.25 short tons of "A" rations and
S4.80 short tons of "C" rationa.

(2) Cliss II ard TV: The bulk of Class IT and 1V items used
by the Irigade wae drawn through the Shith Supply and Service Rattalion,

- Task Force OREGON.Supnort Csmmmd. Problen areas developed due to in=
sufficlient stockage at the 94th Supnly and Servwice Nattalion to meet the
Drigade's demands. A eritical shertage of fatigues in small sizes became
evident during the 1s Nattalion (Airberne), 327th Infantry's material
readinmgs operations. Medium sizes were available bub dus to the fact
thait 90% of airbsrne troops requira small and extra small sizes ,» this was

an unsatisfactory solution, ’
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Adrshipoents of fatigues from the Brigades!s resoures at DUC PHC ..nd
PHAN RAKG helped te supply the unit, However, many trcops retmrned
to the field without the proper sized fatigues. Total Class II and
TV 4issued to the Brigade was 22,97 short tons,

(3) Class III: The 221st Supply and Service Company pro-
vided all types of Class III in sufficient quantities to support logistical
and tactical operatinns, The Brigade drew a total of 4.05 short tons and’
ne problems wsre encountered,

(4) Class V: The 205th Ammunition Platoon supplied *he
Brigads with all Class V items., No problems were encountered on Class V
raesupply at Brigade level. However, on two ocaasicns units did exper~
lence delay cn emergency resupply in drawing ammunition from the Am-
munition Supply Point (ASP) and in movement to the helipad, It is re-
commernded that units stockpile a small emergency resupply in ih- vricinity
0" the resupply pad to facilitate movement to the requesting unit,

(5) Water: Potable water was awvailable from two water
points on CHU LAI post, Mthough the water points produced sufficient
water, the length of time units had to wait in line made resupply of
units in the field extremely difficult., This problem was rectified by
Comrany 4, 326th Engineer Battalion (Airborne) establishing a water
point in the vieinity of the forward supnly point,

b. Maintenance: Maintenance support was pruvided by the 188th
Maintenance Dattalion. No problems were encountersd, The following job
orders were completed:

ITEM JOB ORDERS COMPLETED
Automotive 12
Armament 30
Instrument 0
Signal 92
Engineer 9

ce Transportation:

(1) Vehicular: Vehicular suopsrt was furnished by the
163d Transportation Company by allccating the Brigade ten 2% ton trucks
per day., However, due to vehicle desdline, the Brigade seldom received
all of its allocated vehicles, At.the terminatisn of the operatinon,
Arigade headquarters elements and the 2d Nattallon (Alrborne), 320th Ar=
tillery headquarters elements motor marched from CHU LAI ¢» DUC FHC util~
izing 37 noneorganic 25 ton trocks.

(2) Air: United States Air Force C123, C130, C7A, and
Army CH-U7 and UH-1D aireraft provided airlift support for the entire
cperation. A daily Cl23 shuttle between CHU LAI and DUC PHO was scheduled
in direot support of the Drigade, Two & rlifts were conducted at the
close of the operation on 28 and 29 August 1967 by movmg three infantry
battalions and three artillery batteriles, -

(3) Sear Nc sea transportation was used during the opor-—
atione

‘de Other Services:

{1) Graves Registration Service was available through the
9Lth Suprly and Servica Dattzlion.

(2) uartermaster laundry and shower service was available
at CHU LAI, '
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3¢ (C) Yecicals
2. Hospitalization and Evacuation:

(1) Hospitalizations All patients requiring Army level
medical care were admitted to the 2nd Surgical Hosovital. A holding
facility collccated with the 196th Light Infantry Rrigade dispensary
was maintained to trzat minor wounds and mecical problems,

‘2) Evacvation: PBvacuation of patients from the Brigade
area of opera.icns was carried out in an effective manner through the
support provided by the L98th Air Ambulance Company. All field pickups
initially went to the 23 Surgical Hospital for sortineg. Those patients
not admitted were provided ambulance transportation to the RBrigade's
holding facility.

b. Medical Statistics:

(1) Killed Hostile Action: L1
(2) Wounded Hostile Action: 251
€3) Y-n Battle Injury: 30

(4} Significant Diseases:

=
A
x
*
3
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(2) Gastroenteritis N

(b) Upper Respiratory Infection L :
(¢} TNeuropsychiatric 3 i
(d) Hepatitis 3 E]
{e) Heat Injury L 3
(f) Dysentary (amebic) g
(g) Malaria 50
(h} Fever of Unknown Origin L3 H
(1) Foot Problems 2 i
(j) Dermatitis 1 i

cs Loglstics: Initial deployment with a twenty day level of
supply proved inadequate when fire destroyed¢ the medical supplies of
two battalion forward aid stations. Supply was accomplished to the for=-
ward supply point foom the disperaary lacated in the Rrigade tactical
command post arcas In further operations, the span of contrel will be
nade mere efficlent by the employmert cf battalicn rear aid station
elements,

IR L

e

L. (C) Conelusinns:

as, The present concept of logistical suprort is valid.

b. A small emergency resupnly <f ammunition shruld be stock~
piled in the immediate vicinity of the resupply helipad,

T R (L BRI

€. Cleser supervision of sized TAS0-901 items is required for
units to be properly prepared for stand-down pericds,

™~
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Inclosure 5 (Chomieal) to Oombat Operatione - 4iflter Action Report, Operation
BENTCH (11

1. (U) Mission: To conduct chemical and ground air assault operztions against
VC/NVii forces oper.ting in the area of cper:.ticns and to employ riot control agents
to harass and demoralize civilians under VC/NVi influence in conjunction with psy-
chelogical operaticns,

2, {(C) Operations:

a, General: Chemical operations conducted during Operzticn BENTON were
smcke operaticns, M7A3 CS grenade attack, employment of fougasses, and tunnel
flushing/denial operations. All opecrations were conducted by the 20th Chemical
Detachment under the supervisicn of the Brigade Chemical Officer. Details pertinent
to each operaticn are discussed in the following paragraphs,

b, Smoke Operations/M7A3 Grenade Attack: Company B, 2d Battalion (Airborne),
502d Infantry cn 20 August 1967 requested a combined CS end smoke attack be conducted
against an estimated reinforced NVi platoon in bunkers and 2-3 man fighting holes
with overhead cover vicinity BT185123, The purpcse of this strike was to cause the
enemy to evacuate their bunkers making them wvulnerable to tactical air and artillery
and/or decrease their ability to place effective fire on Company B as it maneuvered
to engage. Five-hundred and four CS and 378 smoke grenades were utilized. A total
of scven passes (4L CS and 3 smoke) were made over the target areca in the fellowing
manner: Tactical air, then three CS strikes immediately followed by artillery and
tactical air again, then three smoke strikes to build a heavy cloud cver the object-
ive area, and then a final CS strike followed by Company B assaulting.

c. Company C, 2d Battalion (Airborne), 327th Infantry discovered an
extensive tunnel complex on 27 August 1967 vicinity B7163214. The 20th Chemical
Detachment was requested to flush any VC/NVA personnel out of the tunnel and seed
the tunnel complex with persistent CS. This was accomplished using 240 pounds of
bulk CS,

d. Or 13 A_gust 1967, three fougasse emplacements were employed on the
defensive perimeter cf the Tactical Cormand Post, lst Battalion (airborae), 327th
Infantry. .

3. (C) Results: CS grenades formed a heavy cencentration of Riot Control
Agent in the target area, Smoke grenades created & dense clcud throughout the
target area., Troops of the supported infantry company reported the enemy fled from
his fortified positions from which he had brought heavy machine gun fire on them for
two days dispite constant air and artillery strikes. The fougasse was not employed
against the enemy.

L, (C} Llessons learned: io new lessons were learned relevent teo chermical
combat operations; however, the practicality and effectiveness of employing CS
against enemy troops in bunkers and camcuflaged positicns with overhead cover,
causing them to flee and thereby expusing themselves tc artillery and tactical air,
wea again rwoven,
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Inclosure 6 (Civil Affairs) to Combat Operations After Action Report, Operation
BENTON (U)

Y. (C) Misatont The Civil Affairs mission was to control and coordinate:

a. Refugee Movement

b. Food Extraction

c. Medical Assistance

d. Return of Innocent Civilians

2, (C) Concept of Operations: No mass refugee movement was planned for.
Operation BENTON, '"he QUANG TIN Province Chief requested that only refugees
who volunteered to ieave the tactical area of onerations be evacuated, Each
Distriet headouarters was prepared to accept up to one hundred refugees, with
the excention of HAU DUC District, HAU DUC does not have an American adviscr,
as a result refugces from this District were evacuated to Province headquarters
at T 'Y, If large nu-bers of volunteer refugees were encountered, they would
te evacuated directly to Province headquarters. Food caches discovered during
the operation were to be evacuated to Province hcadquarters, Province officials
would provide laborers to assist in extraction operations. The area of oper-
ations was not considered securec enough to execute MEDCAP cperations; however,
medical trestment in the field was planned, Innocent civilians would be re-
turncd to their resnective District headnuarters,

3, (C) Execution: The civil affaire miccion was cxecuted in four areas:

a. Refugee Movement

DATE UNIT NUMBER EXTRACTED TO SORTIES
L, Aug 67 2-502 5 TAM KY 1 - UH=1D
15 Aug 67 2=502 1 TAM KY 1 - UH-1D
16 Aug 67 1-327 85 LY TIN 1 - CH.7
17 Aug 67 1-327 20 TiM K 2 - UH-2D
17 Asg 67 1-327 222 LY TIN L - CH-47
19 Aug 67 2-502 7 T-M KY 1 - UH-1D
19 Aug &7 1-327 28 T:M KY 2 - 1D
19 aug 67 1=327 11} LY TIN 2 - CHLT ~
N Aug 67 2-327 23 TAM KY 2 - UH-1D \
20 Aug 67 1-327 2 T:M KY l1-UH-1D
22 Aug 67 1-327 8L TAM KY 1-CHy7
2, fug &7 1-327 40 T:X KY 3 - UH-1D .
26 Aug A7 1=327 42 TAM KY 1 - CH-47
27 sug A7 2-327 5 T:¥ KY 1. WD ¢
28 iug 67 1-327 1 TAM KY 1 = UH-1D
SUB~TOT.L 420 LY TIN 7 - CHey?
221 TAM KY 2 - CHL7
15 - UH-1D
TOTAL 701 2 \

A

b, Food Extraction: MNo food caches were extracted during Operaticn
BENTON due to inaccessible extraction sites coupled with heavy ground fighting.

c. Medical Assistance: Medical treatment was given to twenty-two

refugees in the area of operations during Operat,rcn BENTON, Nine animals
rece:lved veterinary trcatment.

d. ‘Innocent Clvilians: 7

DiTE . . WneER . BETURIED TQ _ BORTIES
U fug 67 L ' © DUC #HO 1 - WH-1D
18 Aug 67 7 S.1 HUYNH 1 - UH-1D
18 fug 67 2 NHI, Lk 1 - W1D
21 Aug 67 19 TIWN FHUOC 2 - UR1D
23 Aug 67 - | ., TaM kY 1 = UH=1D
26 hug 67 10 . TIEN PRUQC _1 - WH-1D
TOTAL 43 29 T
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Inclosure 6 (Civil xi‘faire) t5 Combat Operatiens ifter Action Report, Operation
- BUNTON (v)

i 4, (C) Total Operation BENTON Statistics:

a. Refugees Relocated: 701
b, Food Extracted: None , !
¢, Persons l'edically Treated: 22
d. Domeetic ~nim2ls Treated: 9

e, Innocent Civilians Returnod: 43

5. (C€) Civil affairs \nalysis: It was observed that population movement
and control prcsents a major probtlem to WANG T‘IN Province, - Existing facilities
for recciving and caring for refugees nced % expansion. It was further
noted that more government sccurity forces are - «- nueded.  This would

allow Province to capitalize on the impact of tactical opcrations and begin
effective pacifica'ion mcasures over a larger arca,
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Inclosure 7 (Communications) to Combat Operaticns After Astion Report, Operation = ‘
EESTON (U) =9
1, (U) Hission: The lst Forward Aroz Signal Center Ilatoon, Company B, %g
SClst Signel Battalion gnd the Commsunications Platoon, Hesdsuarters end Head- =
quarters Campany, lst Brigrde, 101st iirborne Livisicn had the jeint mission E

of providing signal support for the Brigzde,
2, (C) Operations:
£a Genersl: The lst Forwerd A es Signsl Center Platoon, Company B,
501st Signel Bettalion end the Communicstions Plziocn, Hesdquarters and
Headquerters Compeny, 1st Brigede, 10lst Alrborme Division provided signel
surport during Cperetion BEKTON, H

b. ™ Rrdio Section established FM radio communications ¢t CHU LAI
for Cperaticn BZ¥TON, Operetions consisted of the folloving Brigrde netc:

(1) Brigsde Command

v

- (2) Operetions and Intelligence/Secure
(3) Admin'stralion/Losistics
(L) Avistion ' :
(5) General Purpose

(6) Artillery

(7) Redio Wire Integration

In addition, the Brigade entered the Task Force OREGCHN Cermand Net plus moni-
toring RBattslicn Commend Kets on crder. Communicetions between the Area of
Operaticns and T/C were initially by AN/PRC-25 at Bettalion Tacticel Command
Posts beosted by one Brigede mutomatic retrensmissiocn reley site, Later, con-
nunicetions were directed between T/C snd Bettslion Tecticel Commend Posts
utilizing the AN/VRC-46, A1l nets operated by Brigede were operational 24 hours
daily, At CARENTAN Besc the Bese Socurity Ket gnd Prigede Command Het wers
operational 24 hours deily.

z
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c. VHF Section, Orgenic VHF equipmeni wes not used, VHF carrier
suprort wes provided by 36th Signel Battalion, Task Force CREGON, Twelve VHF
cireuits were provided to TAC. Of the twelve, four were cormon users end
eight were &o0le user/teletype circuits, In addition, 36tk Signal Battelion
rrovidad spiral~four cezbles from VHF cerrier to TZC Forwsrd Supply Foint
linking comrunicptions of TAC end TaC Forward Supply Point with Tesk Force
CREGCH circuits on & 24 hour besis,

R

SR At S 00

d, Switehboerd/Wire Section remeined cperetionel at CARENTAN Base,
with ¢ne wirc teem end one switchboard team dispstched to CEU Lil, 4 stacked
SBE-826 gy, tenborrd provided 42 circuits at CHU LAI, Fourteen miles of ield
wire Wi-1 were installed, 411 wire wes installed underground or overheed.

e, Comuunicaticrns Center remalned operational et C/RENTAN Bsse,
az wes sent (o instell end operete a Communicetions Center ot CHU LAI, :
It provided Z4 hour securc teletype service to Tesk Force OREGON, H

fo AM Rpdio Section remeined operetional et CLEENTAN Base, Cne
V5C0=2 wns operstional 24 hours daily vicinity TAC Forwerd Supply Foint, The
not consisted of stet‘ons located at TAC Forwerd Supply Point, Forwerd Supply
Point, =snd Re:'r Supply Point. i

¢. rointonence Scction rercained operational at CARENTAN Bese,
Che neintenance teem wes sent to CHU LAI to provids maintencnce suppori for
the Brizede.
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Inclosurc 8 (Psychological Operations) to Combat Operations After Acticn Report,
Operatisn BENTON (U)

1, (U) Missions: To assist the ground comaander in the sccomplishment of
his tactical mission by imsuing instructiuns to the population and by decreasing
the combat effectiveness of VC and NVA units by exploiting the psychclogical
vulnerabilities of the VC znd NVA,

2, (U) General: During Cperation BENTON 3,510,000 leaflets were distributed
and seventeen hours of lcudspeaker broadcasts were made. The themes utilized were:

a., Population control
b. VC/NVA Dercralizeticn
Cc. Chieu Hol
d. Naticnal Safe Conduct Passes
3. (U) special Projects: During the course of Operzticn BENTON, the Brigade
TiC CP cor iucted an cverland displacement from CHU Lal to DUC PHO. During the
cenduct ~I the road movement, a prerecorded tape was played explaining the benefits
which accure to the Vietnemese people by virture of the GVl having reopened Highway
1.
4e (C) Results: During the menth cf August 1967, 54 Hoi Chanh turned then—
sclves over to government contrcl in QU/MG TIN Province as opposed to no Hoi Chanhls
Ssr the month of July.
5. (C) Conclusions: The results achieved in Operaticn BENTON indicate that

Brigade combat operations have a marked effect on the number of Hoi Chanh rallying
to GVl agencies,

3
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Inclosure 9 (Engineer) to Combat Operations After Action Report, Operation
BENTON (U)

1, (U) Missions: To provide direct and general combat enginecer support to
the 1lst Brigade, 10lst Airborne Division,

2. (C) Concept of Operations: Company A, 326th Engineer Battalion (Airborne)
placed one platoon in direct support of all maneuver battalions. The remainder of
thce company provided general engineer suprort and water supply to elements of the
Brigade located at CHU LAI and at DUC PHO. Landing zone clearing/demolition teams
also supported each Mike Force Company in support of the Brigade,

3. (C) Execution:
a. The platoon in direct support of the mancuver battalions clcared twelve
helicopter landing gones, destroyed 394 large caliber rounds and 242 chicom hand

grenades, cleared and destroyed thirteen mines, huilt four bunkers, destroyed one
tunnel complex and acted as infantry when required,

b. A water point was operated at CHU LAI and at DUC PHO. Other elements
of the company swept roads for mines and accomplished explosive ordance disposal
(EOD) missions around CARENTAN Base at DUC FHO.

4e (U) Lessuns Learned: None

33

CONFIDENTIAL

P



CONFIDENTIAL

Inclosure 10 3
BENTON (; ) (Artillery) to Combat Operations After Action Report, Operation

1'

(C) Mission: The 2d Battalion (Airborne}, 320t

L : h Artillery supported the
15t Brigade, 101st Adrborne Division, Bau’;ery ¢, 3~ Battaliogp('l‘owed)
16th Artillery was placed under Ve operational control {CPcoN) sf 2ma ’
Battalion (Airborme}, 320th Artillery and provided reinforeing fires,

(C} Summary of Operations:

a. In the conduct of Operation BENTON, the same techniques of artillery
enployment that have proven successful in the past were employed. Al-. -
though the radar was not employed in the area of operations, it was moved
from DUC PHObasc to CHU IAT base on 16 August 1967 and was placed OPCON

to the 3d Battalion, 82d Artillery for a period of seven days. The radar
scction also furnished a tesm of three personnel to assist the 3d Bat~

talion, 824 Artillery scction and to instruct them in registration, sur-

voy and detoction tcchniques employed by the 1st Brigede Countermortar
Rader Section.

b, Jattery €, 3d Battalion, 16th Artillery was placed OPCON to the 2d
Battalion (iirborne), 320th Artillery by Task Force OREGON on 11 August
1967, This battery was given the mission of reinforcing the 24 Battalion
{Airborne), 320th Artillery. When Battery B, 2@ Battalion (Airborne),
320th Artillery became non-operational because of damaged equipment ro-
sulting from o fire on 13 August 1967, Battery C, 3d Battalion, 16th
Artillery, assumed the mission of Battery B until reconstitution was com=
plete on 16 August 1967.

¢. An additional forward observer requirement wms imposed on the 2d
Battalion {Airborne), 320th Artillery, with the attechment of two Mike
Force ecompanics to the Brigade, This requirement oxceoded the organic
capability of the battalion; :owever, additioral forward observer pa~ties
were formed and provided to the two companies by using personnel f=om
organic sections and battolion headquortors. Moreover, an additional
1inison section was formed and collocated with Battery C, 3d Battalion,
16th Artillery., The section's mission was to coordirate aircraft control
cad artillery fire at tho TIEN PHUOC airfield and ulso to offoct coor-
d{nation with the adjacent Special Forces camp znd the Marine Artillery
(105w Howitzer Battery) located within the compound. During the first
three days of the aperation an ARVN 105mm Howitzer Battery was located at
the camp and the lisison scction was responsible for the coordination of
211 fircs affecting the air traffic control pattern at TIEN PHUOC,

d. During the initiel phase of the operation, cormmunication problems vrre
encountored because of the distancos between battalion operations at CHU
LAT and the fire direction conters of Battcry A »nd Battery B. This pro-
blem was solved by colloceting an automatic retransmission station with
Battery C, :

e. On tho afternoon of 13 August 1967 a grass fire ignited by an unkmown
source burned over the firing position of Fattery B and the factienl come
mend post of tho 2d Battallon (Airborno), 327th Infantry., Exploding armm
nition forced evacustion of the position and precluded movenent of howit—
zers and equirnent, The unit was under cnemy mortar and small arms fire
throughout the night. On the aftorncon of 14 Aygust 1967 all porsonnel
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and howitzers were extracted by CH-47 and taken to CHU IaX. Although e
there were no major casualties as a result of the fire, nine personnel 'b
vere evacuated for wounds received from enemy firs, FEmergency requisi-

tions were submitteéd for essential items of equirment and on 15 August

1967 four operational howitzers, less section equipment, were issued t6-

the wnit, Fire direction equipment, tentage and section equipment vere

provided from hattallon resourcez, and minimum essertial communications
equimont was obtained by the Brigade Signal Officer., Two howitzers re

claimed from the fire were test fired and found to be servicohble, The

battery with six operaticnzl howitzers was inserted into the operational

arsa on 16 August-1967. Excellent cooperation and rapid action on the

part of all personnel in the supply chain resulited in the minimm down-

time for this unit,

-

(C) Execution:
a. A/2-320 displaccments:

(1) ©On 150730 Aug, A Btry displaced by air (CH-47) to BT 175078,
Unit closed 1500 hours, Priority of fires to 1-327 Infantry.

(2) . On 290830 Aug, A Btry displaced by alr (CH-47) %o BT 552055,
Undt closed 1100 hours, Further displaced by air (C-130) to CARENTAN
Base Camp vicinity BS 84063715, Unit closed 1600 hours and started
preparation for future operation,

b. B/2+320 displocomontso:

(1) On 130730 Aug, B Btry displaced bty air to BT 173114, Unit closed
1200 hours, Priority of fires to 2~327 Infantry. :
(2) “On 141330 Aug, B Btry was extracted duc to fire at the battery
position, Unit elosed CHU IAI Base Camp area at 1620 hours.
“(3) On 161000 Aug, B Btry displaced by air to BT 125109, Unit

. closed 1145 hours, Priority of fires to 2-~327 Infantry.

(4} oOn 280800 Aug, B Btry displaced by air to BT 552055, Unit
closed 1430 hours, Further displaced by alr to CARLNTAN Base Camp
vieinity BT 84063700, Unit closed 1835 hours. Unit started preperation
for future operation,

Cs 0/2-320 displaceme nta:

(1) On 131230 Aug, C Btry displaced by air to BT 23851409. Unit
closcd 1700 hours. Priority of fires o 2-502 Infantry.

(2) Or 291000 Aug, C Btry displaced by air to BT 552055, Unit
clogod 1400 hours. Furdher displaced by air to CARENTAN Base Camp
vicinity BS 84063715, Jinit closed 1020 hours. Startod . preparation for
future opcrations, : ‘

d. TAC 2-320 displacoments:

“ {1) On 100930 Aui, TAC displaced overland to CHU LAT Basc Camp .
vicinity 575028, Unit, closed 1130 hours, Mission to support Operation
BRMTON, ; .

(2) On 291300 Aug, TAC commenced displacing overland to DUC PHO,
Unable to make river «wrossing at BS 693636, it returned to QUANG NGAI
Airfield vicinity BS £04721. Closod 1820 hours.

(3) On 301000 Ang, TAC displaced ovorland to CAREETAN Baso Cemp at
BS 84063711. Unit closod 1530 hours.
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0. Radar Section 2320 displacemonts:

(1) On 160800 Aug, Rador displaced by air to BF 515041. Unit closod
0915 hours. DBecamo OPCON to 382 Artillery, with the mission of provid-
ing countermortar defense to the CHU LAI Airbase complex during tho
period that the 3-82 radar was inoperational.

(2) On 220900 Aug, Radar tcrminated OPCON to 3-82 Artillery, Dis-

plrced by air to BS 870331. Unit closed and operational 221030 hours.
Misaion dofense of CARENTAN Basc Comp, ’

(U) Results:

a. 4 VC ¥BL (C)
b. 2VCKBA (P)

(U) Recap of Missions Fired:

a, Number of missions fired:
(1) 105: 553
(2) .155: 376

b, Total rounds expondad:
(1) " 105: 8792
(2) 155: 4819

(U) Administrative Matters: N/A

(U) Specinl Equipmont and Tochniques: The 18 Ficld Artillory Data Come
puter was 1ssucd to the battalion, basls of issuc being ono per firing
unit and onc to battalion FDC, Issuc was made at the completion of a
five duy coursec conducted by a New Equipment Training Tecam. Tho come’
puters wrre programmed by tho battalion teehnicien and will be issuod
prior to thc next operation, Each unit has two trained opcrater por-
sonnel and two porsonncl in the battalion communications soction wore
qualified ns maintenance technicians,

(U) Comneonderts Analysis: Attempts to fight tho fire which ravaged the
B Battery firing position on 13 August 1967 were scverely hampered by the
cxtremely tall ?8—10 feet) vegotation on the landing zono, Thercfore,
tho practice was lator initiatod during Oporation BENTON, of intention-
ally starting firas during tho artillery and air preparations with white
phoaphorus and/or napalm, particularly whon tho landing zone was covered
with tall grasseu. This preetice has considerably reduced the hazards
associated with fire during subscquont operations, Additionnlly, this
proccedure assists in detonating nny bnohy trapped ordnanco placed on

tho 1nnding zona ty tha. rnchy.
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CONFIDENTIAL

Inclosure 11 (Small Unit Actions) to Combat Operetions After Action Report,
Cperation BENTON (U)

The following is a chronological list of all small units actions and intell-
igence reported during Cperation BENTON, The list does not include significant
small unit contacts described in the btasic Combat Operations After Action Report.

1. 13 August 1967:

8., 131000 Aug €7: Command and Control helicopter of the Brigade Comman~
der was hit two times by enemy small arms fire near BT132074 resulting in 1 WhA

(minzr).

b, 131400 Aug 67: Command and Control helicopter of the Brigade Comman -
der near BT173115 was hit two times by enemy stall arms fire resulting in minor
damages to the helicopter,

2. 1L hugust 1967:

a. 140815 Aug 67: TAC CP/2-327 Inf vicinity BT173115 received sniper
fire resulting in 1 WHA (medevac),

b. 140900 iug 67: C/2-302 Inf vicinity BT231133 engaged snipers in a
hut resulting in 1 VC KI. () and 3 detainees,

c. 140925 Aug 67: €/2-502 Inf vicinity BT221137 engaged 2 enemy (1 with
wearon) resulting in 1 VC KIa (C),

d. 141015 Aug 67: Command and Control helicopter/2-502 Inf vicinity
BT212113 engaged 1 enemy wearing a khaki uniform resulting in 1 VC KI4 (C).

e, 141100 Aug (7¢ Command and Control helicopter of the Brigade Deputy
Commanding Officer was hit by one small arm round resulting in 1 WHA (medevac) and
minor damare to the helicopter,

f. 141104 Aug 67: A/2-502 Inf vicinity BT201120 engaged 2 enemy result
ing in 1 VC XIA (C), 1 AK=47 and 1 carbine ca,.ured,

g. 141140 Aug 67: Ren/2-327 Inf vicinity BT174114 found 2 NVA resulting
in 2 Vi KIi (C) 2nd 1 mosin-nazent rifle captured.

h. 141320 iug €7: i/2-327 Inf vicinity BT135113 erngaged an estimated
encryy squad resulting in 1 VC KIn (C) and 1 individual weapon captured.

i. 141330 Aug 6€7: B/2-502 Inf vicinity BT208090 found 1 VC killed by
artillery.

3. 141530 Aug 67: 4/2-502 Inf vicinity BT201117 engaged 1 enemy carry-
ing a weapon resulting in 1 VC KI4 (C) and 1 carbine captured.

K. 14163 Aug 67: C/2-502 Inf vicinity BT221139 reccived automatic

weapen fire resulting in 1 WHA (medevac).

1. 141835 Aug 67: C/2-502 Inf vicinity BT220133 engaged 4 enery with
rucksacks resulting in 4 VC KIi (C).

3. 15 August 1967:

a, 150909 Aug 67: A/2-502 Inf vicinity BT204111 received sniper and
autematic weapons fire resulting in 1 KHA and 1 WHA (medevac),

b, 151200 Aug 67: B/1-227 Inf vicinity BT206047 apprehended 33 Jdetainees.

c. 15150C hug 67: C/2-502 Inf vicinity BT216137 received sniper {ire
from several different directicns resulting in 1 VC KI4 (C).
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CONFIDENTIAL

Inclosure 11 (Small Unit Acticns) to Combat Oper:tions After Action Report,
Operation BENTON (U)

d. 151635 fug 67: A/2-502 Inf vicinity BT207111 received automatic
weapens fire resulting in 1 VC KIa (C) and 150 home made grenades captured, A
search of 2 huts found material to make 100 more grenades and 10 rucksacks,

e, 151902 Aug 67: 4/1-327 Inf viecinity BT165077 found and extracted
3 tons of rice, ’

f. 151802 Aug 67: Rem/1-327 Iaf vicinity BT165076 found 4 tons of tea
end % ton of rice. The rice was destroyed and the tea extracted.

g. 151830 Aug 67: C/2-502 Inf vicinity BT219136 engaged 2 enemy with
rucksacks resulting in 2 V€ KIA (C) and 1 Chicon gremde captured,

Ly 16 August 1967:

a. 160730 aug.67: A/2-502 Inf vicinity BT206110 engaged 1 VC resulting
in 1 VC KIn (C) and 1 AK-47 captured,

b, 160740 Aug 67: C/2-327 Inf vicinity BT154104 engaged an estimted
15 VC in fortified positions, The company employed air strikes, artillery and
gunships resulting in 1 WHA (medevac), 5 VC KIA (C) and 1 shotgun, 1 mauser and 1
Chicom grenade captured.

¢, 160830 Aug 67: C/2-502 Inf vicinity BT218130 found and destroyed 1
ten of rice, ’

d. 160840 Aug €7: Ren/1=327 Inf vicinity BT166073 apprehended 2 detain-
ees, ‘ : .

4, 161000 Aug 673 A/2-327 Inf vicinity BTIG4140 received sniper fire
resulting in 1 WH. (medevac),

f. 161135 Aug 67: €/2-502 Inf vicinity BT228123 engaged 1 VC resulting
in 1 VC KLi (C) and 1 grenade captured,

g. 161225 iug 67: /2327 Inf vicinity BT192142 received snipef fire

~ resulting in 1 VHi (medevac),

h. 161315 Aug 67: C/2-327 Inf vicinity BT159108 engaged 1 VC resuiting
in 1 VO KI4 (£) ~nd 1 AK~47 captured,

i, 161425 Aug 67. Ren/1-327 Inf vicinity BT170072 engaged é VC result-
ing in 1 WHA (minor), 1 VC KIi (C) and 1 SKS captured,

3o 161430 Aug 67: C/2-502 Inf vicinity BT233121 engeged sniper result=
ing in 2 VC KIA (C), .

K. 161445 -Aug €7t A/2-327 Inf vicinity BT18314L engaged 2 VC resulting
in 2 VC KIxa (C).

1. 161323 Aug 67: C/2-502 Inf vicinity BT230117 found and destroyed
7G0 pounds of rice.

m. 161325 Aug .67: 176th Aviation gunship vicinity BT164103 received
fire resulting in 1 WHA (medevac),

n, 101350 aug 67: 4/2-27 Cav vicinity BS857358 engaged 3 VC resulting
in 1 ¥C XIn (C) and 1 grenade captured,

0, 161630 Aug 67: C/2-327 Inf vicinity BT166103 engaged an estimated
squad size enemy force resulting in 7 VC KIa (C) and 1 =mall arm weapon captured,

p. 161645 Aug 67: C/2-502 Inf vicinity BT232120 received eniper fire
resulting in 1 WHA (medevac),
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CONFIDENTIAL

Inclosure 11 (Swall Unit Actions) to Combat Operations After Actinon Report,
Operation BENTON (!])

Q. 161700 Aug 67: B/1-327 Inf vicinity BT195047 engaged 3 VC resulting
in 2 ve KI4 {C). :

r. 161730 Aug €73 A4/2-502 Inf vicinity BT206111 found a weapons cache
in a hut and cave cortaining 39 small arms weapons, 5 crew-scrved weapons, 2 82mm
mortar sights, 3 82mm mortar rounds and sesorted amall arms ammnition. A1l were
extracted,

s. 161932 Aug 67: Mike Force/1-327 Inf vicinity BT133068 received sniper
fire resulting in 1 WHA (minor).

t. 162030 Aug 673 A/1-327 Inf vicinity BT171071 apprehended 1 male of
military age resulting in 1l detainee,

U, 162040 Aug 67:. C/2=502 Inf vicinity BT229125 engaged 1 VC resulting
in 1 VC KIA (C) and 1 clip of M-l ammunition captured,

v, 162250 Aug 67: A/2-327 Inf vicinity BT192144 received & incoming
&60rm morhar rounds resulting in 1 KHA and 9 Wik {6 medevac and 3 minor).

5. 17 August 1967:

a, 170001 Aug 67: (/2-~327 Inf vicinity BT150106 cbserved 12 82mm mortars
rounds being fired on old defensive positions the company ‘md accupied the previous
night,

b. 170145 Aug 67: A/2-17 Cav vicinity BS8713€2 apprehended 7 detainees
unloading & junk, A swift boat took the junk in tow,

c, 170830 Aug 67: A/1-327 Inf vicinity BT170072 apprehended 2 detainees,

d, 170900 iug 67: B/2~502 Inf vicinity BT196097 found a hospital
complex, 10 tons of rice and 1 ton of salt. All were destroyed.

e, 170930 Aug &7: Rcn/1-327 Inf vicinity BT170088 engaged 1 VC resulting
in 1 VC KI4 C().

f. 170950 Aug 67: A/1-327 Inf vicinity BT165065 engaged an unknown
size VC force resulting in 1 US KHA, 1 VC KIx (C) and 1 SKS captured,

g« 171000 hug 67: C/2=502 Inf vicinity DT231120 angaged 2 snipers with
TAC Air resulting in 2 VC KIa (C),

h. 171158 Aug 67: Rcn/l-327 Inf vicinity BT176088 engaged 2 enery
wearing khaki uniforms resulting in 2 XVa KIan (C) and 1 AK~47 captured,

i, 171215 Aug 671 Utility aircraft (176th Avn Co)/2-327 Inf vicinity
BT192145 received 2 emall arms hits resulting in 1 US WHA (medevec) and minor
damage to the aircraft.

e 171230 Aup €7: -C/2-502 Inf vicinity BT231120 received sniper fire
resulting in 1 US WHA (medevac).

k. 171340 Aug 67: 54/2-502 Inf vicinity BT202101 engaged 2 VG resulting
in 1 VC KIL (C) and 1 AK-47 captured,

1, 171400 Aug 67: A/2-502 Inf vicinity BT202)01 found and destroyed an
ammuniticn cache consisting of 100 €2ar mortar rounds, 24 60rm mortar rounds, 3
8lmm mortar rounds, 47 75m recoilless rifle rounds, 3 unidentified chiccm rocket
rounds, and large arxunts of miscellanecus small arms armunition, One M-1, 1 mosin=
nagent anl 3 SKES were captur.d.

me 171435 iug €7: Ren/2-327 Inf vicinity PT126116 had 3 US WHA {(medevac)
when 1 individual stepped en 2 landmine,
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Inclostre 11 (Small Unit hctions) to Combat Operations After Action Report,
Operation BENTON (U)

=

n. 171500 Aug 67: A/2-502 Inf vicinity BT202101 found a medical supply
cache consisting of 9 bundles of gauge, 30C bottles of penicillin, 2 bundles of
syringes and numerous acissors, tweezers and other instrumenis, All items were
extracted,

0. 171526 Aug 67: A/2-327 Inf vicinity BT178141 engaged 2 eneny result=
ing 1 US WHA minor) and 1 VC KIA (C),

P. 171535 Aug 67: (/2-327 Inf vicinity BT161109 engaged 1 cnemy result-
ing 1 detainee, -

i A R 1 e

Q. 171609 Aug 67: C/2-327 Inf vicinity BT164103 engaged 2 enery result-
;ng in 2 VC KIA (C),

il g

r. 171650 Aug 67 €/2-327 Inf vicinity BT157104 found 1 enemy body
gprroximately 1 day old,

e 8. 171800 Aug 67: B/1-327 Inf vicinity BT196066 found a weapons cache

"in a hut consisting of 2 MAT L9 submachine guns, 1 BiR, 1 carbine, 19 82mm mortar

rounds, 2 chicom rocket rounds, 2 home rmde bombs, 2 cans of Composition "B" and
small arms ammunition,

t. 171910 4ug 67: Rcn/1-327 Inf vicinity BT157074 apprehended 9
detainees,”

u. 171945 Aug 67: C/2-327 Inf vicinity BT164203 apprehended 1 VC who
attempted to escape resulting in 1 VC KIx (C).

Poie ARI Al s e e

v. 172100 Aug 67: C/2-502 Inf vicinity BT221119 apprehended 1 detainec.
6. 18 August 1967:

a. 180730 iug 67: A/1~327 Inf vicinity BT164056 engaged 1 VC resulting
in 1 VC KIA (C).

b. 180815 Aug 67: C/2-502 Inf vicinity BT248123 engaged an estim:ted
enemy squad resulting in 1 WHA (medevac).

W A 0 Y

c. 180845 Aug 67: C/2-327 Inf vieinity BT164098 engaged 1 VC resulting
in 1 VC KIa (C),

LT

d. 181120 iug 67: TAC CP/2-502 I,f vicinity BT238145 recelved sniper
fire resulting in 1 US WHA (medevac),

by

e. 181130 fug €7: C/2-327 Inf vidnity BT164094 engaged 1 VC in tunnel
resulting in 1 VC KIa (C).

f. 181150 Awg 67: C/2-502 Inf vicinity BT255123 found 1 VC KIA (C) and
1 .45 caliber pistol captured,

g. 181158 Aug 67: B/2-502 Inf vicinity BT193095 engaged 1 VC resulting
in 1 VC KIa (C),

h. 181215 Aug 67: Utility aircraft (176 Avn Co)/2-327 Inf vicinity
'BT178138 received fire resulting in 1 US Wha (medevac),

1. 181220 hug 67: A/1-327 Inf vicinlty BTI4'058 encaged an unknown
size c¢ncmy force resulting in 1 US KHa, 1 WHi (medevac) and 4 VC KIi (C).

NI

J. 181235 ivg €7: B/1-327 Inf vicinity BT195067 contacted an unknown . :
size enemy force resulting irn 1 US KHA and 1 WHE. (medevac). :

ke 181245 jug 67: B/1-327 Inf vicinity E1195067 engaged an unknown
size enemy force resulting in 1 VC KL\ (C).

ca b e
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) Inclosure 11 (Small Unit ictions)to Corbat OperationsAfter Action Report,
Operation BENTON (U)

1, 181303 ing 67: Ren/2-502 Inf vicinity BT229151 engaged 2 snipers
resulting in 1 VC KIi (C),

m, 181505 iug 67: C/2-502 Inf vicinity BT234L116 engaged 1 enemy resulting
in 1 VC KIA (C), ’ : :

r. 181625 Aug 67: B/2-327 Inf vicinity BT144123 lnd 1 US WHA (medevac) A

'when individual stepped on landmine.

o, 181630 Aug &7: B/2-327 In? vicinity BT157098 engaged 1 eneny resulting
in 1 V¢ KIa (C). ’

p. 181730 Aug 67: A/2-327 Inf 7vicinity BT185138 engaged 1 VC resulting
in 1 VC KIA (C).

_ Q. 182400 Aug 67: C/1-327 Inf vicinity DT1660L0 engaged an unknown
size enemy force resulting in 1 VC KIa (C). :

7. 19 iuvgust 1967:

: a. 190750 iug 67: C/2-502 Inf vicinity BT232113 engaged 1 VC resulting
in 1 VG KIa (C),

' b. 190825 aug 67: B/2-502 Inf vicinity BT186093 found 1 VC oody ir a
. grave, :

c. 190930 Aug 67: C/1-327 Inf vicinity BT167037 engaged 2 enemy resulting
in 1 VC KIA (P) and 1 4K-47 captured,

d. 191040 fug 67: Utility iircraft (176 Avn Co)/2-502 Inf received
several small arms hits requiring moderate maintenanre.

e. 191212 Aug 67: A/2=327 Inf vicinity BT158011 received ground fire
while aporoaching an LZ resulting in 1 US WHA (medevac),

I, 191225 Aug 673 Rcn/2-327 Inf vicinity BT120111 engaged 3 enemy
resulting in 1 VC KIA (C) and 1 detainee,

g. 191257 iug 67: B/2-327 Inf vicinity [T161013 aprrehended 2 detainees.

h. 191320 Aug 67: B/2-502 inf vicinity BT16301L engaged an unkrnownm size
enemy force resulting in 1 VC KIi (C).

1, 191345 Aug &7: A/1-327 IngT vicinity BTI6L052 found and extracted 12
tons of rice.

Jo 191400 aug 67:4/2-502 Inf vic inity BT202104 engaged 1 enemy wearing
khaki uniform resulting in 1 VC KIs (C),

k. 191500 Aug 67: B/2-327 iunf vicinity BT16301L engaped 1 enemy result-
ing in 1 VC KIA (C).

1. 191510 4ug 67: Ren/2-327 Inf vicinity BT116112 engaged 4 enemy result—
ihg 4in 4 detainees,

me 191520 Aug 67¢ Cormmand and Control Helicopter/2-327 Inf vicinity
BT1350C7 enrapged 1 enemy with dcor gunners resulting ir 1 VC KIa (C).

n. 191520 ing 67: Ren/2-327 Inf viecinity BT114108 had 1 US KHA when
iodividual stepped on 2 landmine.

o, 151547 nug 67: C/1-327 Inf vicinity ST16404L enraged 1 enemy result-
ing 4n 1 VC KIx (C),
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CONFIDENTIAL

Inclosurce 11 {Small Unit Actions) to Combat Operationsifter Action Report,
Operation BENTON (1)

pe 191550 Aug 6é7: C/1=327 Inf vicinity BT165043 received sniper fire
resulting in 1 US WHa (medevac),

q. 191615 Aug 673 B/1=327 Inf vicinity BT195065 found 1 SKS in the
vicinity of the previcus day's contact,

r. 191620 Aug 67: C/2=327 Inf vicinity BT150016 apprehended 2 detainees,

s. 191650 hAug 67: ch/2-502 Inf vicinity BT235159 received automatic
weapons fire from.an unknown size enemy force resulting in 1 US WHA (medevac),

t. 19170C Aug €7: Comnand and Control Helicopter/2-502 Inf vicinity
BT190098 received ground fire resulting in minor damage to thc helicopter,

8. 20 hAugust 1967:

a, 200920 aug 67: Mike Force/2-502 Inf vicinity BT20L4138 engaged 2
VC resulting in 1 V¢ KI. (C) and 4 grenades captured,

b, 201230 Aug 67: 3B/2-%02 In{ vicinity BT188102 esupaged an estimated
enemy plat in fertified bunkers resulting in 5 US WHA (nmedevac).

c. 201240 Aug 67: Ren/1-327 Inf vicinity BT182058 engaged 3 VC result-
ing 3 VC KIA (C), 1 M~1 and 1 French rifle captured,

d. 201410 Aug 67: B/2-~502 Inf vicinity BT190C98 found 9 bodies in an
area of the previous daye contact.

e. 20170C Aug 67: C/1-327 Inf vicinity BT173049 found an enemy base

' camp consisting of tunnels, bunkers and 23 barracks., Three enemy were engaged
resulting in 3 VC KI. (C), 1 iK~50 and 1 SKS captured,

9. 21 hugust 1967:

a. 210725 sug 67: C/2-502 Inf vicinity ET226103 triggered a mine result-
ing in 2 US WHa (medevac).

b. 210807 iug 67: C/1-327 Inf vicinity BT172049 found 1 KVA in a grave.

c. 211015 iup 67: 4/2-502 Inf vicinity BT200105 apprehended 1 detairee
and cartured 1 AK-47,

ma ~

d, 21103C Aug 67: Ren/i1=327 Inf vicinily BT184G83 found 1 VO in a grawv:
and apprehended 1 detainee,

e, 211035 Aug 67: C/1-327 Inf vicinity BT172049 found 1 VC in a grave,

f. 211210 Aug 67: C/2-502 Inf vicinity 37214103 engaged 3 VC resulting
in 2 VC K14 (C) and 3 mosinenagent carbines captured,

g. 211220 Aug 67: 3/1=327 Inf vicinity BT19%059 engaged 2 NVA resulting
in 1 NVA K14 (C) and 1 AK-47 captured,

h. 211230 Aiug 67: Rcn/1-327 Inf vicinity BT176082 killed 1 detainee
who attempted to escape.

i, 211230 Aug 67: BR/1-327 Inf vicinity BT200055 engaged 2 VC resulting
in 1 VC KI. {C),

jo 211335 Aug €7: Ton/2-502 Inf vicindty ETZ250147 engaged an unknown
size enery force resulting in 4 VC KI. (C) and 1 detainec.

k. 211500 sug €7: 4/1-327 Inf vicinity T171052 found n grave with 2
ve.
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Inclosure 11 (Small Unit Actions) to Combat Operations After Action Repox't,
Operation BENTON (U)

1, 211545 Aug 67: A/2~502 Inf vicinity BT191106 received fire from
an unknown size enemy force resulting in 2 US WHA (medevac),

me 211600 Aug 671 Ren/1-327 Inf vicinity BTL87077 engaged 2 VC result=
ing in 1 US-WHA (medevac),

n. 211630 Aug 671 B/2-502 Inf vicinity BT185108 engaged an unknown size
enemy force resulting in 1 US KHA, 3 WHA (medevac), and 2 VC KIA (C).

0, 21700 Aug 67: C/1-327 Inf vicinity BTL73047 found 5 graves with §

ol )
oK
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Ve,
p. 211735 Aug 67: B/1-327 Inf viecinity BTR02055 engaged 2 VC resulting
in 1 VC KIA (C), ' e
- ge 211755 Aug 67: A/2-327 Inf vicinity BT181015 engaged an unknown
size enemy tom resulting in 1 VC KIA (C)e

g 211&1 Mg’ 7t Oamlrn and Control Helicopter/1-327 Inf vicinity
BI182079 sngaged 1 NVA resulting in 1 NVA XIA(C),

8, 11930 Aug 67: C/2-502 Inf vicinity BT223093 engaged 1 VC in a cave
resulting in 1 VC KIA (C), _

ol

] e

Wy

10, 22 August 1967:
a., 220930 fug 67: LRRP/2-302 Inf vicinity BT15613L received sniper fire
resulting in 1 US WHA (medsvac),

b, 220940 Aug 67t Ren/l-327 Inf vicinity BT177082 engaged an unknown
size ensmy force resulting in 1 US KHA, 3 VC KIA (Cg, and 1 arbine captured,

c. 221115 Aug 67: Comand and Control Helicopter/i-327 Inf vicinity
BT160103 received zround fire and crashed resulting in 1 UK-1D destroyed.

d« 221215 Aug 67: B/1-327 Inf visinity BI200057 apprehended 4 detainees,

e, 221402 hug 67: %n/l-327 Inf vicinity BT170072 found 3 enemy bodiea
and apprehended 6 detainces of military age all of whom had been wounded by artil,,erv,

f. 221440 hug 67: A/2-17 Cav vicinity BS@7358 spprehendsd 1 dstainee,

g. 221530 Aug 67: Ren/1-327 Inf vicinity BT165082 engaged 2 VC resuiting
in 1 VC KIA (C). .

2216!48 nug €7: C/2-%02 Inf vicinity BT214095 engaged 1 VC resulting
inl qc ;IA (c)..

'::—"11" ;""’r'l‘.i‘l'

221752 Aug &7: A/2-327 Inf vicmity B‘l'l83026 angagod 3 Ve resu.lting
ianCKIA(C)and?LSKSoa.p&
Je 221755 Aug 67: C/2-502 Inf vieinity B’IlleOf:,engaged 2 VC resulting
in 2 VC KIa (C).
K. 221756 Aug 67: Ren/2-502 Inf vicinity 27228156 engaged 4 VO resulting
in 2 VC KIA (C) and 1 mauser with scope captured,

1. 271820 hug 67: B/2-502 Inf vicinity BT185107 cngaged 2 VC resulting

in 2 VC KIA (C)-

m. 221915 Aug 67: C/2-327 Inf vicinity BT155035 engaged 1 VC resulting
in 1 VC Kla (C),

n, 222010 hug 67: Af2-502 Inf vicinity BT182100 ambushed 2 VC resulting
in 2 VC K1 (C),

il g

ys | .

CONFIDENTIAL

B S




o

CONFIDENTIAL

Inclosure 11 (Smell Unit Actions) to Combat Operations After siction Report,
Operation BENTON (U)

1, 23 August 1567:

a. 230805 Aug 673 4/2-502 Inf vicinity BTL78101 received sniper fire
resulting in 1 US WHA (medevac),

b, 230840 Aug 67: A/2-327 Inf vicinity BT183022 engaged an unknown
size enemy force, resulting in 4 US WHA (medevac), 3 NVA KIA (C), and 1 SKS and _
1 RPD machinogun czptured, :

c. 230855 Aug 67: B/2-502 Inf vid nity BTL83107 erigaged 1 VC resulting
in 1 US WHA (minor), 1 VC KIA (C) and 1 mosin-nagent captured,

d, 230915 iug 67: &/2-17 Cav vicinty BS@6935L apprehended 1 detainee, g

e, 230930 iug 67: C/2~227 Inf vicinity BTL59038 found and destroyed
1 ton of rice,

f. 231145 Aug 67: C/2-327 Inf vicirdty BT162032 engeged 1 VC resulting
in 1 VC KI. (C),

g. 231220 Aug 67: FAC/2-327 Inf vicinity BT183055 observed 1 body in
an airstrike a-ea resulting in 1 VC KB4 (C).

h, 231258 - 231945 iug 6é7: B/1-327 Int vicinity BT19005L engaged snipers -
and an urknown aize enemy force resulting in 1 US KHAi, 4 WHA (medevec), 32 VG KIA (C)
and 2 SKS and 4 AK-47 captureg,

cadllt bt b

i, 231410 Aug 67: C/1-327 Inf vicinity BT172029 found end destroyed & base
camp consisting of 30 buildinge and numerous defensive positions,

Jo 231516 ~ug 67t A/1-327 Inf vicinity BT18505L engaged en unknown
size enemy force resulting in 1 US KHi and 2 WHA (medevac),

sl fag

k, 231445 Aug 67: FRen/1-327 Inf vicinity BT16107L engaged 1 VO resulting
in 1 VC KIi (C),

il

1. 231715 aug 67: Mike Force/2-502 Inf vicinity BT187068 found and
destroyed 1 ton of rice,

nm, 231730 lug 67: Mike Force/1-327 Inf vicinity BT177059 found and
destroyed 1 ton of rice and LOC pourdsof salt,

Lap o

n. 231815 kug €7: C/2-502 Inf vicinity BT217098 found 2 cecd VC killed
by nmine,

0, 232035 Aug 67: B/2-502 Inf vicinity BT121106 had their nerimeter
probed with grenades and small arms resulting in 4 US WH: (medevac).

Ps 232045 iug 67: A/2-327 Inf vicinity BTI21030 engeged 20-25 VC
resulting in 1 US KHA4,

Q. 232214 iug 67t C/2-502 Inf vicinity BT214075 aprrehended 2 detairees,
12, 24 iugust 1967: :

e, 20810 hug 673 4/2-327 Inf vicinity BT190030 engaged 1 VC resulting
in 1 VC KL (C),

b, 240830 Aug 67: B/1-327 Inf vicinity BT190C54 found 4 VC bodies kill~
ed in the previous dayls contzct,

L

¢, 250831 sug 67 B/-7T7 af wicti Tty LTI9N041 found 1 VC killed by
a claymore mine,

d. 24,1025 iug 67: B/1-327 Inf vidi nity BT190054 found 2 VC killed in E
the previous day's contact and captured 1 CAR-15, :

L4 4
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Inclosure 11 (Small Unit Actions) to Combct Operations After iction Report,
Operation BIITOR (U)

e, 241255 ing 671 Mike Force/2-502 Inf vicinity BT193123 found and
destroyed 1 ton of rice.

fo 241310 Jup 67: Mike Force/1-327 Inf vicinity BT181063 engaged 3 VC
resulting in 1 ¥F WHa (minor), 1 VC KIA (C), and 1 AK-47 captured,

go 241320 jug 67: B/1-327 Inf vicinity BT19104L found 1 NVA in a grave.

h, 241355 iug 67t TiC CP/1-327 Inf vicinity BT171079 cpprehended 1 de-
tainee,

i, 251440 g 67 A/1-227 Inf vieinity BT187054 found 1 deed VC killed
by on airstrike and 1 iK-47. ==

P

3. 241545 sug 67: Ren/1-327 Inf vicinity BI175089 engezed 1 VC result-
ing in ). VC KIa (C),

k, 241730 aug 67: TiaC CF/2-502 Inf vicinity BTR38142 rcceived 3-5 rounds
sniper fire resulting in 1 US WiA (medevece),

13, 25 Sugust 1G€7:

a, 250912 iug 67¢ C/1-327 Inf vicinity ET192035 fouad 1 NVa in a grave,

be 251125 aug 67: B/2-502 Inf vicinity ET186116 engeged 1 VC resulting
in 1 VC KIA (C),

c. 251230 .ug 67: B/2-502 Inf vicinity BT183103 received sniper fire
resulting in 1 US WHi (medevac),

d. 251325 jug 67: B/2-502 Inf vicinity BT183103 engored an wixnown
size cnemy fource resulting in 1 US KHA,

e, 251400 hug 67: Ren/1-327 Inf vicinity BT188078 engaged 3 VC result-
ing in 1 VC KIi (C) and 1 detzinec, -

£ 251420 Aug 67t i/2=327 Inf vicinity BT200031 was ambushed by an
urknown £ize enemy force resulting in 2 US KHA znd 2 WHA (medevac).

ge 251630 iug 67: 4/2-17 Cev vicinity ES8L135L engaped 2 VC resulting
in 1 VC KI: (C) and 1 detcinee,

h, 251740 fug 67: Utility Helicopter/2-502 Inf vicinity BT201099 :

received ground fire and wes forced down resuitineg in 1 US WHia (medevac) frem the
- ! & <
176th awm Co,

14. 26 August 1967:

Wl 1y i,

a., 260929 aug 67: A/2-502 Inf vicinity BT169107 cngeged 1 VC resulting
in 1 VC KI: (C) and 1 SKS captured,

T

b, 260950 ruz 67: Rern/1-327 Inf vicinity BT189072 apprehended 2
detainecs,

c. 261208 sug 673 A/1=327 Inf vicinity BT183065 found graves containing
5 Ve,

ol

é. 261350 aug 67+ Ren/2-502 Inf vicinity ET239160 cngeged an estimeted
30 encry in mixed uniforms resuiting in 1 UZ WL (medevac),

€. 261559 nug (7: if2-302 Inf vicinity ETif2104 found 2 dead VO in a
tunnel and 2 SKS, . -
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